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PREFACE. 


One object which I have in publishing this 
brief Narrative is, that 1 may thereby clearly 
and circumstantially contradict a report which 
I have heard, that I was in command of the 
Hon. E. I. Company’s armed brig Nautilus, 
when that vessel was unfortunately wrecked 
in the Red Sea, in December last. By hold- 
ing a commission in the Royal Navy, I am 
precluded from entering the Naval Service 
of the Honourable Company, even though 
such were my wish. I was merely a pas- 
senger in the Nautilus, anxious to return to 
England in the shortest time possible, in con- 
sequence of disappointed hopes at Bombay, 
which had nothing to do with the service of 
the Company. My passage by the Nautilus 
was very handsomely ohered to me by Cap- 
tain William Lowe, an officer of great ability 
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md (iic^ieticuee, to vfUoKV it is itai^^omblc, 
even for those who like me suffered by the 
shipwreck, to attach airy blame respecting 
that catastrophe. 

Another object which I have, is to lay be- 
Ibre my friends, and such of the public as 
may take an interest in it, a simple Narrative, 
without amplification or embellislnnent ; and 
containing in substance nothing more than 
what passed under my own personal obser- 
vation, aiul was noted down immediately 
afler it took place. 

Such a work has, of course, the character 
of perfect truth to recommend it ; and I flat- 
ter myself that it will be found to have also 
some novelty and some usefulness. One part 
of the route, that from Suakin to Berber, was 
previously untrodden by Englishmen j and I 
believe I may .say, by Europeans. The know- 
ledge of that part is, therefore, a positive 
addition to tojiographicul geography; and 
though all the other parts have been visited, 
It lias not beeti in the same order of suc- 
cessitm. So that there may be said to be 
novelty in the whole line to which the Nar- 
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rative re]flte5> TJie courses, distances, and 
positions of the wells, both in the eastern and 
the northern parts of the Nubian desert, 
though they have no pretensions to the same 
minute accuracy as systematic surveys, may 
also be of use ; likewise the account of ex- 
penses from Suakin to Cairo, as stated at the 
close of the fourth chapter. 

But there is one other particular, on which 
this little work may found a claim to novelty ; 
it is exactly what it professes to be, and 
nothing more— a simple Narrative of a Pas- 
sage. Travels, whether by sea or by land, 
which usually lead to the publication of 
books, have generally, if not iirvariably, other 
objects besides the mere travelling. They are 
undertaken for some purpose connected with 
discovery in Geography, in Natural History, 
in Commerce, or something more than the 
mere wish of travelling so many miles ; and, 
besides, the production of the hook itself is 
not unfrequently part of the original stimu- 
lus to the travelling, and a powerful modify- 
ing circumstance during the whole progress 
of it. Such travellers are never out of their 
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way, if they can find nuitter which will at- 
tract and gratify readers. 

My object, on the other hand, wa.s .simply 
to get from Bombay to England in the 
jjhorte.Ht time possible ; and, therefore, every 
thing which I met with in the form of adven- 
turt;, or eajiiabhi of making a readable .story, 
in tin; hands of a professed writer, was to me 
disaster, or at he.sL dela3^ When I embarked 
on board tho Nautilus, I had no more 
thouglit of writing a book, than I at this 
moment have of going again to India with 
excited hope.s, finding these hopes again dis- 
appointed, and being again wrecked in the 
Red Sea, parched in the desert of Nubia, 
and detained in the lazaretto at Leghorn. 
Whatever came in my way, I naturally ex- 
amined, but never to the .sacrificing of my 
main object of getting tpiickly home. There- 
fore, I say again that my little book prufes.se.s 
to be nothing hut “a simple Narrative,” As 
such, I leave it to it.s fate, grateful to those 
numerous frientls wiio have encouraged its 
appearance, as wr-ll a.s to all who may become 
its reatlers. 
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CHAP TEH I. 

PASSAGE EROM DOAIllAY TO SUAKIN — AVRECK OF THE 
HOY. E. I. COAIPANA’’s ARJIED BRIO NAUTILUS. 

Expectations at Bombay, the details of which 
could be of no interest to the reader, induced me to 
leave England for that place in the summer of 1833. 

On my reaching Liverpool on the 6th of July, the 
Frances, Captain Heath, in which I intended to take 
my passage, was already under weigh ; by great good 
fortune I soon reached her, got on board, made an 
agreement with Captain Heath, and in a short space 
of time we were sailing doivn the Mersey, in full 
confidence of a pleasant voyage, and a successful 
termination. Mere passages to India have been 
described by so many pens, and in styles so varied, 
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Wiiy, if they can fitnl matter which will at- 
tract anti gratify rcatlens. 

My object, on the other hand, was simply 
to get from Bombay to England in the 
shortest time, poasihle ; and, theref(>rc', every 
thing which I met with in the form of adven- 
ture, or capable of making a readable story, 
in the hands of a professed writer, was to me 
disaster, or at best delay. When I embarked 
on IttKiril the Nautilus, I had no more 
thought of writing a book, than I at this 
moment have of going again to India witli 
excited hopes, h’ndiiig these hopc.s again dis- 
appointed, and being again wrecked in the 
Red Sea, parched in the desert of Nubia, 
and detained in the lazaretto at Leghorn. 
Whatever came in my way, I naturally ex- 
amined, but never to the sacrificing of my 
main object of getting (piickly home. There- 
tiire, I .say again that my Utile hook professes 
tfs he nothing hut “a. simple Narrative." As 
such, I leave it to its grateful to those 
numerous iHends wlio have encouraged its 
appearance, a.s ^\ell a.s to all -svho may become 
its readers. 
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CHAPTER L 

PASSAGE FROM BOMBAY TO SUAKIN — ^WRECK OF THE 
HON. E. I. company’s ARMED BRIG NAUTILUS. 

Expectations at Bombay, tlie details of which 
could he of no interest to the reader, induced me to 
leave England for that place in the summer of 1833. 

On my reaching Livcqiool on the 6tli of .Tidy, the 
Frances, Captain Heath, in which I intended to take 
my passage, was already under weigh ; by great good 
fortune I soon reached her, got on hoard, made an 
agreement with Captain Heath, and in a short space 
of time we were sailing down the Mersey, in full 
coufulencc of a pleasant voyiige, and a successful 
termination. Merc passages to India have been 
described by so many pens, and in styles so varied, 
r. 
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that Hu iKivclfv ur iutnrust could bo given to the 
rt-fital Ilf out'. \Vc had about the usual allowance 
of c.tSms and stonos, a 3<-a-worthy ve.sael, and a 
' kiU'ui, al.tetitiu', and obliging coumiander, by mean.s 
<d' whli li. and at least tin; usual comjdiineut of fair 
wind', ue riMcbftl IJonibay, without accident or 
advenfiirr, in little inori' than three months. 

Ms trij> uas any thing hut Miccessfid. My hopes 
Were all disappointed, tny plans entirely friustrated, 
'U that l h.iil made a passage to India, the only 
r< suit uf uhieh \va.s a du'-ire to get hack to Eng- 
laud us edily as jms^iblc ; and the failure of my 
e sipt eta lion 1 in the East rendered it of the utmost 
importance tliat I .should reach home as early iii the 
vear IBdf as possible. The lied Sea, Egypt, and 
the Mediterranean being by much the shorter passage, 
I rt-sidved to adijjit that; and it was not long ere I 
found an opp(jrtuuity. Captain William Lowe, of the 
Hon. Ea.st ljulia Company's hrig of war Nautilus, 
though otherwise much crowded, most oliligingly 
oSTrretl inn a passage in that vessel up the lied Sea, 
fcnii VI. hence I could accomplish the rest with ease 
and CiTi.iiniy. 

On tfie ulh of November we sailed, standing across 
the Arabian Sea, hir the Straits of Babel-nuindeb. 
On she Ikh, vve spi>ke the Clarence from Newciiatlc 
ii> Ihimbay, which had been out seven months from 
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England, wliilu I had been little more than four, had 
landed, ro-emharked, and was so far on my return. 
But the Clarence had stood up the middle of the 
Arahiun Sea, and hy that means missed her voyage, 

On the !llth, having made the passage of the Ara- 
bian Sea in nineteen (lay.s, we ran through the rjaiTow 
Strait of Bahel-inaiuleh, between the coast of Arabia 
and the island of Perim. At !2 p. m, on the same 
day we anehored before Mocha, the view' of which 
from the sea is vei-y pleasant and inviting ; but as 
the wind blew a strong gale, we were unable to land 
that evening, 

The weather being milder on the morning of the 25th, 
wo went on .shore at an early hour ; and it was for- 
timatc that we did so, for soon after we landed it came 
on t(j blow very furiously. Our first rdsit in Mocha 
was to the E. I. Company’s agent, and then we pro- 
ceeded to pay our respects to the governor. Coffee 
and hookah.s were presented to us immediately on 
our entrance, for it seems that among the people 
bordering on the fled Sea the appearance of these is 
as essential to a friendly meeting, as it is to eat sidt 
with the Bedouin of the desert, or smoke the calumet 
of peace in the wigwam of an American Indian. 
Many of the govenior's guards were Africans, as 
black as jet, anned to the teeth with sword, dagger, 
and pistols, in which it would appear they eat, drink, 
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and even sleep, for we aftonvards saw many of them 
in the town talcing a comfortahle nap in the cool 
with all their accoutrements on. 

Mocha was at this time held hy Toorlcey Ilolmoss, 
a rebel gcnioral of Mahomet Ali Pacha, whom he 
had been ciulcavouring to rciluco to obedience ; and 
a short time previous to oiir arrival had actually dis- 
[aitched a large mival force to destroy the Mocha 
licet, consisting o^Jnur vessels, ft appears that some 
noise iti the way of ilring was made upon the occa- 
sion, bat exceedingly little damage in killed or 
wouiulfd. 

Leaving the governor, we visited a Persian mer- 
ehant, who presented ns with the usual symbols of 
welcome — colfee and hookahs. But the Per.sian 
added something equally chaimcteristic of his native 
country, and agreealilo as an addition, being sweet- 
meats and water melons, the latter sprinkled with 
rose-water and sugar, vvliieli add very considerably 
to their flat our. We slept for that night on shore 
at the house of the Cotnpany’s agent, Sheik Jyat, hy 
whom we were jaditeh entertained. 

On the morning of the Pdth we returned on bttard, 
taiitig wldi us an Arab [lilot, witli his son and 
and .toon after we weighed anchor, .and sto(;d 
uj» the Ked Scu. On the 117th we saw the volcanic 
i.d aid of titdiel Tor, but in a \ery tnuiqiul state. 
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merely cmittiug a little smoke without any flame- 
That part of the Red Sea has many kinds of action 
going on it, such as this volcanic island, and nearer the 
Nubian shore very numerous and dangerous coral reefs 
in continual formation and change. A Captain Moresby 
has been some time engaged in surveying this dan- 
gerous sea i and our pilot, who had landed on Gchcl 
Tor with that captain, showed ns some specimens of 
wluit he called the lava of that island. To me they 
appeared to he gypsum incrusted with sulphur. 

Wo continued our course without any thing 
worthy of remark till the 5th of December, when a 
fresh breeze sprung up from the N.W., increasing 
till wc were under double-reefed topsails. At a 
little after 10 p. m. on that evening, the acting 
lieutenant, Mr. Bu'd, intimated to the captain, who 
was on deck, that the water “ bore a strange appear- 
ance ahead and to leeward.” Captain Lowe imme- 
diately ordered the helm to be put down ; hut before 
the brig could answer it, she forged nearly her length 
along a reef, and rather bow on. All were instan% 
on deck, and the greatest possible exertion was made 
to get her oif, hnt without eifect, the reef being com- 
posed of hard coral. 

The sails were then furled, and the cutter and 
launch hoisted out, the latter taking a stream-anchor 
and coir hawser. Rut after pulling hard for some 
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time tliey were obliged to slip the hawser, the laimch 
being nearly driven into the surf, which extended 
for some distance astern of the hrig. After this, the 
top-gallant yards and masts were scirt dorvn. 

By this time the wind had increased to a frightful 
degree, and the waves were rising mountains high, 
and dashing clear over the vessel. Towards the 
morning she made some water, and also drove more 
on the reef broadside on, hy that means making a 
good lee for the boats, hut in a situation which made 
her owm escape nearly hopeless. 

While wo were iii this state, a state in itself mo.st 
alarmingly dangerous, the wind and the waves abated 
none of their fury, hut rather increased. A tremon- 
dous sea carrying away die rudder, our situation 
became perilous in the extreme, and the greatest 
■teiety was felt hy all on hoard. The reef appeared 
to stretch a very considerable distance from land; 
our observations at tioon placing us in hit. ilU" 4,T N. 
longitude by ehroiiometer, 38= 38' E., and by lunar, 
38>4.EB, 

As, win n the ship struck on the preceding evening, 
Wf had all hurried on deck with the utmost expe- 
dition. and most of u.s liut .scantily clothed, heing 
EoiHcd from mir berths, so we now attempted to get 
below, iti the hope of being able to dress ourselves 
in sueii a nwnner as tit reader at least our situation 
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;i little more personally comfortable. But in. this 
expectation wo were baffled, for we found the lower 
deck entirely under water, so that we were glad to 
make our escape from it as fast as possible, with any 
thing on which we could fust lay our hands ; most 
fortunately 1 secured .some money, ray boat-cloalt, 
ray watch, and a pocket-compass. 

'flic crew consisted of thirty Europeans, and forty- 
two nativeti of India, with five passengers, exclusive 
of the pilot and his suite. Under any circumstances 
it was hut barely possible that the boats could carry 
this number to any land, however near, "Wliat then 
must have been our feelings in such a gale, and amid 
such a sea ! tbc former raging wuth the violence of a 
hurricane, the latter beset with reefs hazardous at all 
times, and now foaming with what well might be 
considered certain death, as not the finest boat that 
ever was laimched could be expected to find its way, 
or even to hve. Those only who have been in the 
same imminent peril can form an idea of our sensa- 
tions at this moment, as tlio darkness paralyzing our 
exertions, left us till daybreak (if our term reached 
even to that length) hut at liberty to think of home 
and of the loved ones there to whom we were, in all 
human probability, bidding adieu for ever. As every 
sea made a clean breach over us, we had nothing 
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left "but to resign ourselves to Him wlio can liusli the 
winclsj still the waves, bring hope out of despair, 
and give life oven at the gates of death ; and trust- 
ing in Him, we awaited as calmly as we were able 
the return of the moniing, if morning was ever again 
to dawn upon us. 

To add to the horrors of this fearful night, a night 
never to be forgotten, the ship’s bell, as each sea 
struek our devoted vessel, gave one deep and dismal 
toll ; thus, as we imagined, sounding our knell of 
speedy ongulfmeiit by the watery tomb. 

Nights of darkness and danger are always lojig, even 
without such sad sounds wlierchy to count tlieir 
lagging moments ; and to us, almost naked, exposed 
to the fury of tlie elements, and agonized hy sus- 
pense, that night seemed an age. But morning at 
last broke, and in the returning light there was 
renewed hope, and something which hy contrast 
Bright have seemed the beginning of joy. The dawn 
now brightening, our hopes increased, for we dis- 
tinctly saw the coast of Nubia, though between us 
and that shore ky the dungt-rs of innumerable reefs. 

As tin; day advanced, the wind rather moderating, 
a wdutiun vas fonued of stnuling a boat to the 
Miaiii huul, in the hope of finding some aiisistance. 
IJi'Uteniuit Lynch, of tlie Hon. L. I. Company’s 
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naval service, undertook to proceed on tliat mission 
in the gig; Lut previously to any one leamg the 
sliip, Captain Lowe earnestly entreated that, as our 
only chance for life depended on the boats, we would 
not attempt IVutlicr to overload them hy any part of 
our imggage, but rather save ail the lives at the sa- 
crilice of every thing else. 

Thi s was, of course, readily acquiesced in, and we 
procei'ded to launch tlm gig, whicli, liowever, was 
not accomplished without great difficulty; and at 
lialf-pust seven in the morning Lieutenant Lynch, 
with Lieutenant Smith, of his Majesty’s 40th regi- 
ment, the Aral) pilot and liis son, left ns, accompanied 
hy our earnest prayers that they might reach the 
shore in safety, and with some hope that they might 
minister to out deliverance. 

At nine the masts were cut away; the cutter 
having got too far :istcm was swamped, and every 
thing on hoard washed out of her, which added to 
tlie already heaiy amount of our misfortunes. 

At noon, finding that the vessel was visibly filling, 
and no relief firoin the shore appearing. Captain 
Lowe came to the resolution that before night came 
on we should ahandoii her, and by making for the 
nearest land endeavour to sa,ve our lives. Accord- 
ingly, in the afternoon, some pork and biscuit (which 
unfortunately got wet going tlirough the surf;, a 
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fiinall quantity of water, some arms and ammunition 
(wliieh also got injured), and a sextant, were put 
into the boats. 

The wind Iniving become still more moderate, we 
quitted tlie Nautilus, Captain Lowe being the last to 
leave tlio vessel. The improvement of the weather 
had a little raised our hopes, though our sjnrits were 
•still heavy, iuul our feelings Were not improved hy 
the consideration that though we had the boats 
between us and the sea, we wore otliorwise but 
.scantily provided. The clothes I had on were but 
few, and in addition to the.se I had only my pistols, a 
canvas belt round me containing some gold, aud the 
watch and pochut-compass as ak-eady mentioned ; 
but the hope of saving our lives overcame the regret 
at parting with even tlie necexsary articles of our 
property, and in this hopeless condition we made 
sail for the land. The gig hud not returned with 
the expected asssistance ; we had watched her depar- 
ture until she became hidden amongst the reefs, and 
ardently had we looked for her ro-appearance, both 
on our own account, and for those that were in her. 
But the anxiety with which wo had watched her 
departure was not altogether lost, fur we thereby 
learned to thread our own course with more sahny 
than if had nut previously seen it attempted.' 

Wv Were distriliuti'il in the following maunor. — ^ 
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in tlie launch forty-six, of whom I made one ; in the 
cuttei- sixteen, and in the punt eight. We kept 
company as closely a.s possible, the launch towing 
tlie punt; and when we had proceeded as far as we 
conveniently could, wc landed for the night upon a 
de.solatc island, the name of which, as wc afterwards 
learned, is Macowa. On the top of a hill, upon a 
little island oppr)sitc, we observed something white, 
respecting which there were various conjectiwes, 
some being of opinion that it might probably be a 
.sigtial made by those who had left us in the gig, and 
of whom we had ascertained nothing since their dis- 
appearance among the reefs in the morning. The 
high ground in our island gave us command of a 
considcrahlo horizon; hut the view was any thing 
but a cheering one, as the chief objects which it 
presented were extensive reefs stretching off to an 
immense distance. 

Each person was now allowed a little water and a 
portion of the damaged biscuit. We had brought 
some ducks from the brig, and two of these were 
attempted to he cooked; hut though all the wood 
which could be found on the island was consumed iu 
the operation, that operation was hut imperfectly 
performed, and our appetito had not yet been so 
disciplined by hardship as to render the cookery of 
a desert islcind at all palatable. After this unsuc- 
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cessful attempt at supper, wc mapped ourselves in 
our cloaks, and lay dom on tlie sand in order to 
obtain a little sleep. If the place of our repose was 
liomely it wa.s safe, for there was hardly a living 
thing but ourselve.s on the island. From .some cause 
or other, however, our sleep was not of tlie most 
renovating kind, for we rose in the morning no more 
refreshed than wht'uwc laid down the preceding even- 
ing. One le.-ison, liowever, the pure air of the night 
hud taught iis, and that was not to be over fastidious 
in our eating; so, without any one requiring tt) 
invite or lu'ge another, wc betook ourselve.s to the 
ducks which had been despised on the evening before, 
and picked their bones clean, without a hint being 
expressed as to tlie necessity of more or better 
cooking. At nine in the morning we again em- 
barked, and continued our course towartl.s tlic main 
land, and at noon we had the pleasure of obsermg 
the gig following in our wake. Being less heavily 
laden she neared us, hut not until we in the lauxicli 
had succeeded in escaping a very serious, and^ 
crowded as vve were, a very appalling danger. We 
had run the laimeh into a horse-shoe reef, which 
tempting as wi far with an apparently open passage, 
'^uddrttK tertiiinated in a i'hI do sac. Wc were in 
t!i bight before We olwt-rved our danger; had wc 
bct n but one nmuitut later wc must all inevitably 
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liave perislied ; and as it was we were saved only by 
exertions of almost superliumaii vigour and perse- 
verance. Our positive loss in this most hazardous 
matter was but small, being only the lower pintle of 
the rudder. 

'Die gig had been unsucce.ssful in all her attempts 
to reach the mainland, and the white appearance 
wluch liad been seen the previous evening had been, 
as surmised, a signal made by her crew. We felt 
very much relieved in finding that all lives wore safe, 
and now being together once more we pushed on 
with now vigour. Captain Lowe took the pilot into 
the launch with him ; and in the evening the boats 
were, for safety, run into a “ sham” (a small opening 
in the reef), and we landed to pass the night as 
before. The name of this place was Salac, and 
here a diminished ration of water and damaged 
biscuit was served to each man, with a little pork to 
the Eurupeans; hut not even the severe hunger 
wluch the natives mast have been suffering could 
induce them to taste the smallest morsel of the pork. 
The hardships and privatioas which these men can 
hear, as weU. as their patience and power of endu- 
rance mider them, ai'e to a European truly won- 
derful. 

This night we slept on the sand as we had done 
tlie preceding one ; and on the morning of the Sth 
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we again embarked, and proceeded. By 4' p. m. 
we were cpiitc cxliaustcd, and lialted to pass tbc 
night at Aracbiar, another “ sham.” It now became 
indispensably necessary to set a strict watch over oar 
water and provisions, as, notwithstanding all our care 
and economy, they were diminishing very fast. On 
tins evening Captain I.owc cbstributc'd only a very 
little wati.T to each per-son; and setting a noble 
e.xamplo of self-denial, he .scarcely lasted u drop 
himself, 

AVe had now been for three days exposed to tlie 
burning sun in the boats, and iiad slept for three 
nights on the sand. Our tliirst had become ahnost 
iasuppor table, but as we had no means of allaying 
it, we were forced to endure it as we best could. By 
an observation at noon on the 8tli, the latitude ap- 
peared to be 19“ 56^. On the morning of the 9th 
vro embarked betimes and pursued our way, sorely 
parched by thirst, and .sadly altered hy anxiety, 
fatigue, and exposure to the sun ; but still, relying 
upon drat Power which had saved us in our more 
imminent perils, wo did the best to comfort each 
otlier, and pushed on with ail our remaining vigour 
and skill. 

iVt noon this day we found the latitude to he only 
UP l.'f, or 14 less than at noon on the preceding 
day. Thi.t was a most agr. cable surprise to us, and 
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enlivened us not only by the hope tliat we should 
escape all the perils of the Red Sea reefs, but with 
full confidence that the hour of our safety was much 
nearer at hand than we had anticipated. In two 
hours’ time we came in sight of the island of Sualdn ; 
in one hour more we rounded the fort, and at half- 
past three we landed safely and in health, after the 
night of horror in the brig, and the four days’ expo- 
sure and excessive fatigue in the boats. I am not 
ashamed to own that my first impulse on reaching 
tile land was to breathe a heartfelt though silent 
thanksgiving to Almighty God, for preservation from 
tlie horrors of shipwreck, and the still more agoniz- 
ing, because more prolonged, pangs of famine, which 
must have overtaken ns had we been much longer in 
the boats. 



CHAPTER II. 


JOl'IlNr.Y ACROSS THE NUBIAN' DESERT, FROM SUAKIN 
TO BERBER, 

In this chapter I shall liave to speak of myself in 
a situation somewhat novel for an Englishman and a 
sailor, as crossing the desert of Nubia by a route 
hitherto unpassed by any of my countrymen, and as 
exchanging my professional ship of the ocean for 
“ the ship of the desert,” the camel. 

Upon landing at Suakin we were very kindly 
received by the governor. The coffee and hookahs, 
the usual marks of friendly attention, were produced, 
and, what was more urgently needed, and therefore 
more judiciously furnished, a supply of water. A 
house was also granted for our abode during our 
sojourn, the upper part for tlic oiiicers, and the 
lower for the men, enchwed in a small walled yard, 
by which intruders could be kept back if necessaiy. 

Rirge jars were filled rvith water for the use of 
the men, and Captain Lowe purehaaod a bag of 
dates for the natives; the governor presented a 
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bullock for the Europeans, which was forthwith 
killed and dressed, and both dates and bullock 
sjjcedily vanished. It scenus, however, that in all 
countries there are people who make it their busi- 
ness to prey upon tlioso who have suffered mi.sfor- 
tuues, by solliiif( imuloquato relief at an oxliorljitant 
price; for the iiibabitauts made ns pay at a most 
e.vtravagant rate for every tliin;f vve purchased, and 
in the end we found that the kiudnos.s of the 
governor was not dictated by the spirit of hencfi- 
cence. Men, liowcver, who have just escaped the 
utmost perils of the sea, are not in the very best 
possible frame of mind for resisting impositions upon 
land; gratitude is so much uppermost with them 
that they are even apt to bestow a portion on 
the very parties who arc plundering them. We 
were, however, disposed to enjoy ourselves to the 
full extent of our means ; and so a bottle or two of 
cliampaign, which had been saved from the captain’s 
stock, and which we had resolutely abstained from 
touching while in the launch, were devoted to the 
honours of the day. It happened to be my birth- 
day, and as it was one which had given life to us all 
when life had bcconio doubtful, it was to all a day of 
rejoicing, atid to no other could the few bottles of 
wine be with more propriety devoted. 

We who were for Europe dedicated the next two 



18 


SUAKIN. 


days to making preparations for crossing the desert 
from the point where, we were to tlie Nile. The 
route from Suakiu to Berber had never before been 
attempted by Europeans, but we were assured that 
it was practicable could we endure the privations 
and fatigue attendant on tlie attempt ; but it must 
have been a diiliculL path indeed on laud that could 
have damped the c(juragc of men so recently and 
nnexpeeteiUy saved (an we bad been) from a watery 
grav(‘. In the mean time Captain Lowe was as 
busily occupied in preparing three Aral) boats to 
return to the wreck, in order to save as many of the 
stores as possible. We land travellers (that is Mr. 
Lynch, Mr. Mill, late advocate general at Bombay, 
Mr. Smith, and niyselfh upon wliom now lay no part 
of the burden of tbe ship, bad only to make the re- 
(juisite arrangements for our journey ; and a.s part of 
these we purchased the whole stock of old clothes 
belonging to a Moorish merchant, at a price so ex- 
travagant that it might have sufficed to furnish him 
witli a succes.siQn of new habiliments, even though he 
should outlive the longest lived patriarch of his race. 

In the inten’al.s of the.se preparations we had 
leisure to look at the islajid of Suakin, and to afford 
tlie wondering part of its popidatiun an opportunity’ 
of looking at ns, of wlticli they seemed dispo.sed to 
take every advantage. The island is small, not above 
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a third of a inile in any of its dimensions, and it has 
not much to recommend it as a spot of ground; 
however, as it was to us an haven of refuge, I shall 
always hear it in grateful remembrance. Behind 
the port, or on the landward side of the island, there 
i.s a Nuhian tenvn, which, if wo may judge from the 
iminh('r.s which cnjwded from thence to see us during 
our .stay, must be very ptjpulous ; for the fabulous 
intere.st which (luHiver excited in Lilliput i.s hardly 
greater in story than the wonder which we caused in 
thci island of Suakin tvas in reality. Among our 
visitors there were several dandies, who showed that 
however dandyi.sm may vaiy in its details, the prin- 
ciple is the same among aU nations, and imder all 
degrees of civilization. 

Not the most hni.jhcd exunisite of London or of 
Paris can riew his trappings with more self-com- 
placent consciousness of the sujjeriority of dress 
above all things, than the woolly-headed dandies of 
Nubia view the copious plaisterings of tallow which 
load tlieir frizzled pates ; and hair potvder, even in 
tlio prime of it.s glory, wa.s not felt more genteel by 
the wearer than a yellow du-sting of apparently the 
powder of saiidtil-wood i.s worn by some of the fashion- 
ables by the Red iSoa. 'I'hat powder, too, combined 
with the tallow (somewhat aged tmd venerable in the 
smell,) wafts around the wearer an odour which 
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would set at defiance ail the distillers of essences on 
our side the pyramids of Ejrjirt. 

Each of the.se men carried a bent stick, and all 
were so exactly of the same bend and size that they 
must bo artificial ; a very crooked creese was a weapon 
worn hy all, and some hud, in addition, heavy and 
unwieldy swords. 

Of females, especially younj' ono.s, w'e saw oidy a 
few ; fmt those that we did see gave us no very 
elevated notions of Nubian beauty, tasto, or clean- 
liness. They had their hair plaited into innumerable 
tails, and plastered with the same savoury ointment 
as that (jf the raulo dandies. There were two coffee- 
houses ill Suakin, to which we made several visits, 
finding that the way in which wo could, with the 
least annoyance to ourselves, gratify the desire of the 
people to look at us. 

WTien wc were making preparations for our de- 
parture, the ameer, or civil governor, an Arab, in- 
timated to Captain Lowe the necessity of a present, 
and that the sura expected was five hundi-ed dollars. 
A demand made and the amount named, would be 
called hy another name in Europe ; but Arab go- 
vernors arc civil in words when they expect to inofit 
by it. In order to render the demand of the five 
hundfed dollars compulsory, the ameer declared that 
unless that sura was paid, the hoabs (which were to 
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return to tlio Nautilus on the reef) could have no 
water from his wells. A good deal of iiegociation 
followed, wiiich was very clamorous on the part of 
the ameer, hetweeii whom and Captain Lowe, Mr. 
Lynch acted as inttwpreter ; the amount was at last 
reduced to two hundred dollars, which Captain Lowe 
-still regarded a.s wludly an impo.sition, and intimated 
that he. would report it as such to the goverument at 
Bomhay. 

I’his affair being arranged, tlic officers and men 
took their departure. Lieutenant Bird commanded 
one boat, in which he carried the sick, tlie lame, and 
the lazy directly for Moclui; and Captain Lowe, \rith 
tile rest (jf ids officers and men, sailed, in tliree bouts, 
for tlte wreck, to recover wliat property they could. 
A volunteer boat followed in their wake, to assist or 
to carry off what they could catch. Thus the sea- 
ward j)art of our company were all disposed of. 

Having taken such farewell of our late shipmates 
as is felt and expressed l)y those only wlio have been 
pro\identially saved from dying togetlicr, wc prepared 
tor mir own departure. Our camels and baggage 
were Co ijc in readiiies.s on tlie mainland, we iiavitig 
paid part of tile liiiv in advance. We also hired as 
an escort a Turklsit soldier, a native of Bagdad; 
then, dressing our, selves in TiU'kish co.stumcs, tlie 
H.tme whicli we liad paid so well for from tlie Moorisli 
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mercliant, and being eacli armed witli a sword and 
brace of pistols, and Lieutenants Lynch and Smith 
having likewise two double-barrelled guns, we re- 
paired to the water-side to cross from the isle of 
Suakin to the inaiulancl. Being detained there for 
the amccT, we paid a farewell visit to the military 
governor, with whom we dined ; and after dinner we 
took boat for the opposite shore. On reaching it 
we had to land by means of a canoe half filled with 
water; we found the camels with their loads all 
divided and adjusted, and every tiring in readiness 
for the desert. As we were about to mount, a heavy 
squall of wind and rain came on, which drenched us 
to the skin ; and as it was beginning to get dark, we 
sent the camels forward in advance, and half-walking, 
half-wading, wc reached the guard-house at Caafe, 
vviiich is placed there for the prevention of smuggling. 

The olFicer on duty presented us with coffee and 
tobacco as usual, only wc had pipes in place of 
hookahs ; and having enjoyed them for a Kttle while, 
we lay dowm, all wet as we were, to obtain some rest, 
by which means I caught a pretty severe cold, but I 
luid other <K;cupation dian. nursing it. 

The prtrvisioiis we bad laid in for our hazardous 
expedition iwliicb was estimated at about twelve 
<ky.s’ jrrurtiey from Suakin to Berber) consisted of 
rice, flour, dhourra (a kind of grain), dates, coffee. 
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ghee (butter clarified by melting), salt fish, and 
tobacco. Our cooking and mess utensils were two 
pots, one gridlc, two colFoe pots, a few small coffee 
cup.s, and two or three calaba.sh-rind bowls. To tlu!.ss 
necessaries wo addcil a few small pieces of cloth, in 
ca.so we should be inclined, as the Americans say, to 
“ do a little trade" with the Jledouins of the desert, 
lledouins, 1 may rcnuirk, are not a particular na- 
tion, but merely the Ar.abs of the desert who have no 
fixed place of abode. 

Our little caravan consisted of Messrs. Lynch, 
MUl, Smith, and myself, clothed and equipped as 
before mentioned, I being appointed " minister of 
finance,” and Air. Ljmch “ interpreter general of the 
unknown tongues." We made four ; then came 
Mr. Ljmeh's Arab servant, one Turkish soldier, a 
sheik, a guide, and six camel-drivers, armed with 
spears, shields, and creeses, making in all fourteen 
persons. Our travelling “macliinery” consisted of 
ten camels. 

On tlie morning of the Idth of December, we pre- 
sented the guard with three dollars for their ho.spi- 
tality; and thii.s mustering and thus appointed, wo 
mounted our camels and rode to a short distanee 
froiu Caafe, w'here there is a well, at which we halted 
to fill the water-skin.s. 

At this place, I was glad to take the opportunity 
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of distaounting, in order to get my seat adjusted, as I 
found otlieinvise I luiglit not tare skin enough to last 
me to the end of the journey, and European skin is 
not easily replaced in fin Afiican desert. 

Those who are unacquainted with the motion of 
camel-riding, find it at first very uneasy. The ani- 
mal kneels till mounted., and then rises on its hind- 
legs, so that tlio rider is in danger (and more fear) 
of being jerked forward over the ears, with the load 
on the tup of liim — a .species of involuntary alighting 
whkli, before we reached the Nile, happened more 
than once to eacli of us. 

Having made my scat fis commodious as possible, 
we again mounted and pursued oiu: journey tiU about 
the middle of the day, when, halting to take some 
refreshment, we found that our “ table service,” our 
calabash bowls, were — ^left behind at Caafe. The 
wind blowing strong, seasoned our repast somewhat 
abundantly with African sand; but the said sand 
cannot be an unwiiolesorae “condiment,” as the 
great quantity we were obliged to swallow did us no 
hann. 

At night, the sand was to be our bed, our cloaks 
our covering, the lee of a bill (if there should be one 
where wc halted) our shelter, surd the canopy of Hea- 
ven our tent. 

The first day we iiuiile but thirteen miles, though 
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wu were on our camels for six hours, so that I began 
to fear that we should have more camel-riding for our 
money than was cither pleasant, or, in haste as I was, 
prf)fitahlo. 

We had arranged to keep watch ; and as I, on these 
occasitms, looked on our little partly in the desert and 
thought of home, my reflections were of the most 
anxious character, f had none of the excitement of 
him who traverses the desert in ctucst of the glory of 
discovery, or the fame of a traveller ; hut a fhsap- 
pointed man “ cast away” in the wilds of Africa, and 
my only wish to get out of them as speedily as pos- 
sible. 

On the 14th, we mounted at 7 a. m., passed 
through a Bedouin hurydng-ground, and soon after 
came to a place where we observed water oozing 
tlirough the sand. Here I wa.shed myself and my 
worsted stockings, by wliich both were much im- 
proved; and it was the more necessary, as opportu- 
nities of the kind might be hut few. 

The place where the water oozed out seemed to 
he tire meeting of the 'different strata at the hase of 
tire hills. Fronr this point our road was one con- 
tinued ascent the rvhole day ; so steep in many places 
that we were obliged to alight and walk; hut the 
scenery was fine and picturesque, and not without 
traces of sublimity, so that wo bore our flitigue with 
c 
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less feeling of it. The aiv on the hills was of coui'se 
much coolcv than on the shore of the Red Sea ; and 
when the dew of the evening was heavy, we felt it 
([uite chilly ; hut the heat of the sun diu'ing the day 
wtLs still intense. 

On the IGth, we .stopped at a Bedouin encamp- 
ment, upftu vvhit'li occasion our Mahoiuedan .sheik 
showed some dispo-sition to turn Jew ; hy wishing to 
pureliasi! for n.s a hullock at what we estimated to be 
about three time's its value. Not being able to pre- 
vail on us to deal iu that way, he purchased it him- 
self at a in'lee utd^nown to us, and ollcued to supply 
us with the meat as we required. The method he 
used to preserve it, was to cut the flesh olf the hones 
into strips, and drj- it in the sun whenever we halted. 
I leave my readers to imagine the quantity of masti- 
cation this delicate kind of food required. He also 
bought of the same party a yomig unbroken camel. 

When we had got some distance into the interior, 
the lieat, and especially the dryness of the atmos- 
phere, became exces.sive, and very distressing and 
painful to bear. All moisture being drained from 
the skin, there was no evaporation to cool it ; and, in 
cOttsv qut'iK'e, it bi'came dry and wrinkled like old 
parchmtKt. Cmiqilexioa wiis of course gone, and 
4iim of my companions was .sorely alllicted lest the 
delicacy tif his Inunk should never return. If I had 
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not clone iit last, what probably I ought to have done 
at fir.st, anointed myself pretty copiously with ghee, 
my skin would literally have cracked in pieces. 

On the 17th, our guide amused himself in breaking 
ill, a.s we rode along, the young camel, which the sheik 
had purchased. In this lie appeared to be very skil- 
ful, retaining with ea.se on the wild and skittisii aui- 
nial that seat, wliieh vvi- felt no very ea.sy mattcu' on 
ours which were lliuroughly broken. 

Our Turki.sli .soldier was of eonsiderahle use to ns 
in cookhig, hut made his fingers and thumb substi- 
tutes for too many things to bo quite agreeable with 
European notioias of ek‘anlines.s. In dividing, pre- 
paring, and stowing our different messes, and in 
eleaning the cup^ and other vessels, there was hut the 
one constant and handy machine. 

On the liSth, we came to a scene of rather a pic- 
ture.scpie character, as exhibiting the Bedouin in the 
joint character of farmer and grazier. There wms a 
large patch of dhourra, and near it numerous flocks 
of sheep and goats, with abundance of camels. Soon 
after passing this productive and. well-stocked .spot, 
we arrived at the well “ Shidhee.’’ The water was 
not tempting, hut we were forced to make use of it, 
and here we found that our “ service of China” had 
been left behind at the last stopping place, so that we 
had now to drink our coffee out of a mustard-pot. 
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which, comhincd the skin in which the cofTee was 
i;arrit'd, and the additional llavour iijipartud to it by 
tins d'urk’s dirty fin"ers, the. arouva of that beverage 
wa.s by no means improved. 

'I'in* same evening the ennicds were watered, being 
the 111’, it time since we left Kuakiu, and the sixtii 
evening of our journey in the de.sert. Near the same 
{dace we met with some very miserable and dirty- 
looking lledoniu .shepherds ; bnt tlieir sheep were in 
better eouditioii than theniielves, so we “did a little 
tradi'” with them, waiting til! tliey milked their ewe.s, 
■uid giving rlii'm dliourra in exchange for the milic, 
iiOth, Travelled for several hours over ridges of 
rocks, among which were numerous antelopes, the 
light gracefulness of whoso fonns, and the fleetness 
of their bounding, gave a wonderful expression of life 
to the desert. Tlie .same evening we were threatened 
with a civil war, as our guide fancied that one of the 
party had imsulted him, but Mr. Lynch, who was a 
goml pi’ace-maker as wtdl as interjireter, contrived to 
heal the breach before it had produced blows. 

On the .^i2nd, we reached the well “ A1 Bak,” the 
water of which we found so delicious tliat we resolved 
to make every {wmible u-se of it. We drank, vve 
filled the .ikii)i,vve watered the camels, vve washed our- 
iwlvcs, and I gave a second ablution to ray stockings, 
mciuding this time my Ibimel waistcoat also. 
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We boon entered upon a cleepj heavy plain of 
sand, over wliieh our progress was slow and exces- 
sively fatiguing, so much so, that we began to de- 
spair of soon reaching Berber, wliich, however, we 
were fortimati? enough to accoinplisli on the S4tli, 
having been twelve days on the way, and journeying 
hhil' niih's in 8 Id hours, being on the average of 
seven hours each day, at a little nun'o than three 
inile.s an hour. 

CucnsES AST) Distances thoji Scakin to BEiiDEn. 
(.'oursea set by a pocket compass ; the distances estimated by time. 


Dates. Couisen. Miles. Hours. llciuarks. 


Dec. 13. 

W. by S. 

13 

0 

l-’illed water-skins. 

11. 

West. 

20 

7i 

Water in pools scooped 
by the hand. 

1.'). 

S.W.by W.4 W. 

30 

n 

Well Ocliock (j^ood wa- 
ter. 

Ifj. 

S.W. i W. 

10 

:n 

Bedouin encampment. 

17. 

\V. by S. 

23 

n 

Guide breaking camel. 

lU. 

W. by S. 

22 


Weil Skidhee (water 
bad, watered camels). 

lit 

tv. by X. 

2.'» 

8’ 


eo. 

tv. bvN.i N. 

27 

y-i 

Rocks, Antelopes. 

■Ji. 

tV.by N.iN. 

2!) 

9J 


22 

tv. by N. 

23 

«i 

W ell A1 Bak (uncertain 
ill summer.) 

2H, 

tVe.st. 

32 

9i 

Deep sand. 

21 

West. 

II 

2.1 

Reached Berber, 


Total 

204 

II li 




CHAPTER III, 

FROM iiRunr.ri to kuoosko. 

tn:uk‘ oiir tnilcl; in the momiii" before 
■iffirtin;j;, tliat wo inif'ht appeur to the best iiilvauta};c 
mi our arrival at Berber, we rode directly up to tlie 
(xoveniur’a house, in order to pay our respects to his 
Excellency, who received us very politely, and in- 
vited us to breakfast and dinner. Each of these 
meals heinjr merely a repetition of tire other. "Wo 
had wooden sjioons for the soup, nr stew, which is, 
in these parts, as universal iu its use as its ingre- 
dients; but for every tiling more solid, it was fmger- 
nork. 

Resolving to improve our costume, we sent for the 
“ Stult?," Ilf Berher, who spot'rlily marie liLs appear- 
ance, uniiedwith a huge pair of shears, as the emblem 
of his craft, 'fhere being no “ trades’ imions” nor 
" strikes" in N'uiiia, aud neither men nor tailors 
linding it safe to eombine there, aud stand out against 
their superiors, we wen- speedily fitted hi the last 
new monthly fashion for “ geutlemcn" at Berber. 
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Here we cliaduirgcd our conveyance and escort, 
paying the balance of the hire of our camels, giving 
a present of five dollars to the sheik and two to the 
guide ; of course, according to tlte custom of the 
country, they were neither of thent satisfied. After 
twelve clays, travelling over dry sand and mouldering 
nx'k.s, with wells, .scanty and “ few and far between," 
one rtf tlie eliief objects of attraction for u.s at T3er- 
herwas the Nile. Even in the days of our hoyliood 
we are .all familiar with it.s fame; and three short 
jn(jiu!i,s lieforu my arrival at Berber, how little did I 
dream of ever seeing it in jiropria persona! Even 
here it is a noble river. 

Beihcr is a place of considerable magnitude and 
importance. It lies in the direct route from the Red 
Sea at Suakin, by which there i.s considerable trade 
carried on in Surat piece-goods, sandal-wood, and 
perfumes ; the return for which is slaves and dates, 
;md the duty is one-tenth ad valorem. There is also 
a considerable trade with Abyssinia in elephants’ 
teeth, wax, gold, and slaves. 

Ne;ir the town there is an indigo manufactory, es- 
tablished ten years ago by Afahomet Ali Paelia, to 
whieli })ai(l a visit. The levying of the; most pro- 
duetivi' taxes, and tlie monopoly of .sueli articles a.s 
are most in demand, seem to b(‘ well understood in 
this part of the world. Water for irrigating the land 
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cannot Ijc olitainc-d but on {laymcnt of a lieavy tax; 
and coffee, wax, and tobafco are monopolies belong- 
ing tij thi' Paella. 

:i,"tb, Christinas day. — ily thoughts, which bad all 
along been nmcli of iimno, ran more in that charmed 
than usual ; and 1 mu not sure that, wlicn 1 sat down 
on tlu' mild Hour to our uncivilized dinner, T. did not 
liidf envy niy boy his plum pudding ami minced picas, 
which 1 at the same time felt sure he was enjoying 
with true sclioidhoy zest. I must, however, have 
tlie ('iiudour to admit, tliaf though our Christmas 
dinner fell far short of the good things which are 
“ common to all’’ in merry England, yet we had the 
heat that Berber alfordcal, from the principal person 
of the place, and with the all-qualifying accompani- 
mi'nt of a hearty wcdcome. 

Nor were we without our Christmas amusement — 
the best and must unique, no doubt, which the place 
atfurded ; for while we sat conversing in the “ dark- 
ness vi.sible," made pale and dreadful" by one soli- 
tary caudle, the governor produced a musical snuff- 
box. When it Ijegan to play, his attendants crowded 
into the apartment, as to enjoy a treat which wa.s 
frw' to all, whichgau' us a very favourable impression 
of the chiiriicter of our host, proving him to he no 
churl or monopolist of happiness. Ue showed a good 
deal of skill in the use of his instrument, shifting it 
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from place to jilace as the vibrations of that on 'which 
it rested brought out its difforciit tones with the 
greatc‘st clfcct. Nor was the most wondering of his 
(loitK.'stics apparently better pleased ivith the treat 
thus offered thoin, than Abl)as Aga himself appeared to 
be with tim feeling that he laid it in his power to make 
others happy. Tiie diflerences of means and mode 
are aeeideiital circumstances, dependent upon country 
and eustonij in which tile individual himself can have 
little merit or demerit. But the love of seeing others 
liappy is a noble virtue implanted in the heart of man 
hy man’s Maker ; and though it appeared to ns only 
in small things, we saw enough to convince ns that 
if Ai)has Aga had Leon a " gentleman of England,” 
he would liave been one of the ornaments of the 
country. 

"When we had sufficiently enjoyed tlie cheer and 
the efforts to amuse of the amiable governor, we 
went to the store of a French mercliant, who gave 
us t-rt/e ail lait and some datehrandy. A small quan- 
tity of tlie latter ho purchased for our use; but 
owing to the ardour either of the climate or of our 
owm domestics, or to both, it very speedily evapo- 
rated. 

After a night of sound repose, wc went to break- 
fast, as usual, with the liospitiiblo governor, who, hy 
way of especial treat, presenteil the party with a 

c a 
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•.Iifcp roaHteil whole. I’his wa-s, of course, no wooden 
spoon-meat; and so tlicu'e was such tugging at it, 
tliat We were in .some danger of successively having 
it in our laps. Then came meat, vegetables, pilku, 
kc., fonoing, Jio doubt, tlie very acme of Nubian good 
Tniug. 

(Juring the tlay beg.-ni to make preparations for 
our journey, by purelutsiag of our friend tbo French 
(uorebant, provisions, water-skin.s, and other ncces- 
-arie'. He sceiiusl hy mu means partietdar us to the 
kind of ju'ticli's in which hodetdt, Innnan beings being 
imc <iu uncommon commodity with bim. In that, 
iiiAVcvtu, lie bad the “custom of merchants” to plead 
a.' an excuse. 

The brother of Toorkey Helmoss, the rebel chief of 
Mocha, was in custody at Berber. He was at Cairo 
when his brotlier wrote ttj intimate his revolt from 
t’ne Pacha, and his intention not to appear at .Jidda, 
the Iread-quaner.s. Upon tins he di.sguised hirastdf as 
a iucrchimt, purchased goods, and came up to Berber, 
with tile intention of proceeding by waj' of Suakin 
ti» join his lirother at Moclia. the first favourable op- 
portunity. But be had heen recognised and de- 
taiui d 4t Berber until the Pacha'.s intentions should 
tw known; .ind ordew had arrived, hut had not yet 
'iM'di pul in execution, for sending liim to Cairo, 
where, in all proiwbiiitv, tiu; pieiwure of the Pacha 
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would be to take ofT Ins head, without iiK^uiry into 
the extent or even the reality of his guilt. 

There was alscj another man in custody for having 
shot two Turks in a fit of jealousy. He had found 
tliein paying attention to liis sultana, in terms which 
lie did not altogether ajiprove ; and having recoiu'se 
to “ the ultimate argument,” he di.seharged his pis- 
tols at their lieads. One wa.s killed on the .spot, and 
the utiuT de.specatoly wounded. Tlic rebel and the 
manslayer were kept safely Init not closely, as they 
were dlowed to quit the prison during the day, hut 
so loaded with irons that they could not easily make 
their e.scape. 

If one were to judge from the woudermg curiosity 
which tliose of our party who wore English hats or 
eap.s excited in lierher, one might be led to imagine, 
tliut there was really sonietliing unnatural in their 
appearance, the native.s did us tlie honour to compare 
them to tlieir own cooking pots. I avoided this par- 
ticular and by no means flattering notice by wearing 
a turban — a species of “ head-geai'” which there i,s 
-some craft and mystery in putting on weU and /ic- 
vomini/hj. Tin’s 1 acipured by careful study under 
“ the first nuLstcDS,” and altliough not a inah* orna- 
ment with us, as it is sometimes w'orn by the fair si'x, 
1 shall feel mo.st happy during my stay in England to 
initiate any lady into the secret of gwiiig it the tnw 
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oni;n((d iickt, Ivor M'ill I demand a very exorbitant 
lee for my trouble. 

On the evetniii'^r before our dejjarture, we called 
upon the }it).-.pitable governor, to take our leave of 
liim ; svbo gave us collet; and pipes, and furnished us 
vsiitb an iiUroduetory letter to the commanding officer 
at Assouan. It woidd b.avo been difficult not to like 
the kintl-heartediiess of Abbas Aga ; but there were 
S'Utii' <)f bis habits ti» rvbicli an JCngli.slimaii is not 
easily reeoneibal, t's)>ecially that of discharging Ids 
t xpectoratioa witli a loud report, against the oppo- 
site wall. In tins, he did not make the same apo- 
logy as was once made to me by a Yankee, in 
America, when he apprehended that, “ the line of 
his fire ’’ had passed rather near me : — “ I guess I 
cleared you, Alistcr?” said the Yankee*, hut Ahhas 
Aga said nothing, probably thinking no apology ne- 
cessary. 

1 forgot to mention that we had government lodg- 
ings at Berber, consisting of two small apartments, 
or rather pigeon-holes, over the prison; but they, too, 
were given us in kindness. 

Wt‘ hired two servants at Berber; Ghaleel (the 
Belote'd), a stout .Egyptian, as .serrant of all work, in 
place of Mr. Lynch’.s Arab (Ilassan), who wa.sill; 
and ilahomet, as cook. We also hud in a new 
“service of china," consisting of six coffee cups. 
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Tims manned and refitted, we remounted, on the 
amid the almost intolerable din of camels and 
their drivers, the master of the coflee-honsc add- 
ini' to the clamour by vociferating that we had not 
given him cnougli ; but I had now too much expe- 
rience in such nuitter for laying out a single para in 
purchasing his silence. 

Our route! hiy idong the right (or east) biink of the 
Nile, which is flat. We piissed several villages, and 
also isliiuds in the river. The latter were beauti- 
fully green, and, to all appearance, highly cultivated. 
The people appear to pay much attention to cul- 
ture, cspeciiilly to irrigation ; and we saw a numher 
of wheels for raising water for that purpose. About 
five p. M., we stoppcjd at a sheik’s house, which was 
little else than a walled yard. 

On the 28th, we journeyed along the hank of the 
Nile till noon, the river having now become shallow 
and rapid. At this place we purchased a sheep for 
five piastres (Is. 4d. sterling), which was forthwith 
killed and cooked for dinner. After our repast, we 
pursued our journey; and, leaving the Nile on our 
left (to which hand it here takes a turn), we entered 
the desert, and halted for the night in the district 
of Baguer, very much fatigued, having jierformed a 
a journey of thirty-si.v miles. 

Oil the 2bth, wc resumed our march, and again 
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caiiu' upou tlu‘ right bank of the river, still increasing 
in rapiditj and .slmllownes'!, so much as not to hcna- 
v'igalde at tin; ai-ason wlien -vvc were there. We rested 
for a short time vindet some date and “ doom” trees, 
tlif fruit of the latter t;i.stin<j; iik(' gingerhi-ciid, At 
tliis place a .slu'ik complained bitterly to ns of the in- 
jury which the country luul .susUiincd from tlie domi- 
nation and arrival of the Turks, “ 'Piiink youj'' said 
he, j)!!!!!!!” himself up and displaying a costume, un- 
known alike to rank and dandyism, — ■“ think you, that 
I dressed in thh icmj hefma- thi'i/ came I" Ills drc.ss, 
like the genuine ancient garb of the .Scotch High- 
landers, consisted of a single piece of cloth, which, 
liowever, he could adjust in various ways. He had .set 
the example of cropiping his hair, which had not been 
genendly followed, as many of the men who came 
to look at VIS had Uieir heads dressed in the true 
Xuhian fudiiwi. 

In the evening of this day we arrived at a village, 
where we founil that there was nothing eatable to he 
bought,— not the most agreeable intelligence for weary 
sHidiumgn travellers. We wore told that thepcople 
near tlie river cultivated lupins in abundance, as an 
.article of food ; and we .should have been satisfied with 
that “ iiermit s Hire but even that we could not pro- 
cure. 

On the 30th, we arrived at A1 Kassiui, where we 
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found a Miiall caravan of slaves on tlieir way to 
Kroosko. Most of the females were very plain, wliicli 
appears to be either generally the case in the coun- 
tries wlnmee those slaves came, or else the ugly ones 
are sohl and the beauties retained in order to improve 
tile race in future generations. 

Another earavan soon after arrived, with three 
liorses and a colt for the service of tlie Ihiclia. Of 
this last a 'rurki.sh lady formed part. Her person, 
with tile exception of the hands, was so completely 
veiled and miiillod up, that we had not the means of 
contrasting her beauty with the “displayed” daughters 
of the south; hut siie assumed superiority so fur as 
to monopolise all the milk, for which we, very ungal- 
lantly, wished that she had been travelling any other 
route. 

Finding j\.l Hassan a dirty and mi.serahle place, we 
resolved to leave it in the middle of the night ; but 
although such had been our orders on the preceding 
evening, we found no small difTieulty in arousing our 
guide and his party. At last we succeeded, and 
mounted ; but, it blew a gale from the north, which 
pinched us severely with cold, and must have almost 
heiiumhed the poor natives, who had merely a piece 
of cloth rolled round their bodie.s. Several hints 
about aliglitiiig, and kiiulling a fire were thrown out, 
liiit We would not understand them, and pushed on. 
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About noon, as I was “liuni{)in{{” away m front of 
the party, boiti" now soinethiug of a “camclccr,” <iud 
tiu'ditatiii;' uitli all the wisdom which the galling por- 
mitfi'd, upon what part of the globe, habitable or uu- 
inlmbitablo, my varying destiny might next east me, I 
was awaked ftoiu veveru- to reality by a most Baby- 
lonish I'laitimir in the rear. 1 instantly turned, never 
doubting that we should have to wage battle with a 
vvholi' horde of Bedouins. But the tumvdt belouf'ed 
to the i-las'. ofelvil strifio, (Ihalefd, the Ihdoved, but 
eethiinly not the gentle, had hurt his pride by an 
awkward tumble from his camel; and perceiving what 
he thought a derisive grin on the couutemince of one 
of the camel-drivers, he instantly “poured the balm 
of revenge into pride’s unseemly wound,” by flooring 
die trrinning driver. Lynch interfered, and made the 
Belovcvl apologise to the prostrate adversary, which, 
from the sulky manner in which it was done, evidently 
opened the wound anew. But the Beloved now ap- 
plied only tliat all-healing balsam, patience ; and with- 
out aecidwit or farther strife we reached Bosahmet, 
or Abu Ilamet, where we were to rest before en- 
tering tlu' desert. Here the Nile commences its great 
baud to the southward and wc-stward. 

As this is ii regular halting-place for caravans, 
both up and down the river, we found a earavan- 
,4.'?ai. 'Diis mavanserai was walled in, and had a 



AliU JIAMET. 


4.1 


riunid tower at eacli of the two opposite corners. Its 
accommodations and cleanliness were not quite to our 
taste, l)ut they probably suited the place — preparing 
the d<nvnward traveller for the havd.slups of the de- 
sert, and iin))res.sin" tlio.se hardship.s upon the me- 
mory of the upward one. 

'I'liv honse into which we were shewn was already 
fully occupied by a company of black mercluints from 
licrlier, who maintained their position with great 
vigour- -of words. Their argument was, that we 
were " English, not Turks;" and tlie inference, of 
course, that E'ingUshiuen had too much sense of jus- 
tice for wishing to eject from a biulding erected for 
the pnlilic use those who were in lawfid possession. 
We yielded, and retreated to one of the towers, and 
found a hole at wiiich we could enter, and a door to 
lie on, but no contrivance for closing the said hole, 
so that we were, in our tarn, invaded by clouds of 
dust, which we had iio means of ejecting, and to 
wlticli we, ill our turn, could not appeal as " Eng- 
lish.” 

About 4 . p, M. we contrived to get something to 
<‘at ; and liaving ascertained that provisions were 
scarce, we resolved to make the one meal serve as 
breakfast, dinner, and .supper; so about seven we 
stretched ourselves on the door, in the liojm of .sleep- 
ing ISdd mit and 1831 in. But we tossed and rolled 
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on our hard couch to little eftect, and rose at six in 
the mnntiiig (jf January 1, not more rcf'rc.Hhcd on 
meistine the new year than on wishing to take farc- 
vvidl (if the old. 

C'oirirortk‘.s.s as the (dace \va.s, we found that vvc 
niu-st stay fur s'oinc time; the de.scrt, of several days’ 
journey, lay before us, and the cainel.s required rc.st. 
Our guide, t<)<t, .showed some liucs.se in attemjjting t<j 
jirotrnet our stay. At one time, “ a camel was miss- 
ittg uqaiu, “ his hrotlier the .sheilc would ho some 
time in getting the provhions ready;” and lastly, 
“ huge caravans were expected, in company with 
which we could cross the desert with far more 
safety.” The secret of all this, or at least of great 
part of it, was that the guide was a native of the 
place, Ills wife resided here, and he was an affection- 
ate husband. Even that, however, was lost upon us, 
or rather, perhaps, it made us think of our own homes, 
and become more eager to depart. 

We began to make preparations by adjusting the 
water-skins, and ordering bread to ho baked ; and 
while the latter wa.s in progress, we went out to ox- 
aiiilne the iiuirket, and take one more view of the all- 
fertilizing Nile, ht-fore we again loft it for the de- 
sert, 

'rh«»re were, iiy the hniik of the river, for sale at 
the market, some Ahy.s.iimaii teinale .slaves just ar- 
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rived. As Usual, they were very plain ; ])Ut with a 
siii^'le exception in this ease ; for there was one young 
girl that had the most mild and pensive expression 
of coimtenaiK'i' I ever hehcld. TliLs interesting 
young creature might ht; any liody's property for the 
sum at /(triij dnllarx. Tliese females were hut scantily 
clothed; tlie whole of their costuino consisting of 
pieces of Icdtlier fc.tened round the waist, cut into 
tliongs, and about fourteen or sixteen inches long. 

llelunuiig to the town, or rather village, we ^rur- 
ehased some joints of meat, and were fortunate in so 
doing, a.s our guide’s brother, the slieik, not merely 
delayed the promised supply, hut failed in it alto- 
gether; so that but for our own providing, which 
was rather accidental at the time, wo should have 
fared hut poorly in the wilderness. 

On the tJd of January (1831), we again mounted 
and rode forward. Our joimiey across the desert 
was more severe and fatigueing, both for man and 
beast, tlian that from Suakin to Berber. The sun, 
by day, beat upon us with so much ardour, that it 
not only withered the surface of our bodies, by drain- 
ing every drop of muisture, hut absolutely scorched 
our vitals ; while tlie night wind, though so cold as 
U> be painful by the contrast, wtis erpially dry and 
withering ; tiiul we had often to endure it stretched 
on tlie sand, without the shelter of even a hillock or 
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a stnuted sliruli. Our struni'th and pationce during 
thi.s journey were Ixitli put to a sc-voro trial ; liut as 
it was nidiiotniKuis, Iming a mere alteniation of burn- 
ing sun and biting wind, as day and night succeeded 
eaeli other, I need not endanger tlie piitienee of the 
reader by narrating the* iiiiifoniily disnuil steps <d' 
uiir pr<igrt"'S, 

The jtmrnal of mir pilgrimage in tho desert was, 
h> this time, w ry iegil)ly written, huth in onrpersons 
(tid features ; so that, if there had been tooking- 
gliW-r', tliere, we tiiight have quistioiied eur own 
identity [, tin' one, was certainly not the “ stout 
geiitleniun,'' wlio took shipping at Bombay only two 
short months before, and, no doubt, the others were 
equally altered. But though friends, our eyes were 
not gowl mirrors to caeli other, as the change, great 
as it was, had been gradual, and each was the same 
to each, though all would have appeared very differ- 
ent to -jelf-uispection. 

During the eight days which we spent in passing 
this desert, we did contrive onoe to cleanse ourselves 
and Wiish the few' garments we ixisscssed at the well 
railed Mural Springs; but any of the more Christian 
comforts <tf the toilette were out of the question. 
Iiuh ed I mil not sun* that we did not all begin to 
feel rather proud of our lu'ards, upon the same prin- 
nqilt! tlwit the deformed are very often conceited of 
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their persons, namc'ly, that of learning to like what 
cannot he got rid of. My heard had grown most vi- 
gorously since it last underwent the operation of the 
scissors (ra/.or.s were out of hoth “ kit” and que.stion), 
and I cherislied a pair of mu.stachios that would have 
made the fortune of any lancer in tiro service of his 
Ikitannic Majesty, or of any ))otentate upon earth. 

On our passage along this dreary waste, we saw the 
lujnes of l)Ut one; human being hleaehing in the sun 
and wind. Hut tlie skeletons of cuniels were nume- 
rous, it being a most severe and trying passage for 
eveui those patient and enduring animals. Our httlo 
caravan added to the number; we ahancloned one, 
with its fore-feet tied, as the best means of rendering 
its inevitable deatli more speedy. The moans of 
these creatures are most aflecting; and though tliey 
eaiinot articulate, they speak, and that powerfully, to 
the feelings. Forgetting my “humping" and tum- 
ble.s, and hearing in mind only how tliey serve others 
and suffer themselves, I had some thoughts in my 
old age, in remembrance of this journey, of keeping 
a pet camel. Fortunately we had no hostile visit 
from the Bedouins ; but if we had, it would, notwith- 
standing our being anned, have probably been fatal, 
as the Bedouins of that desert always make their ap- 
pearance in large bodies. But though wo had no 
attack, we had one alarm ; while we were at quarters. 
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one nightj uiulef th;.- dark itiouutaiii of (lurrei.-bat, 
tliero waw an uproar in onr eanip, wlitoli we Idmul 
orip'inated witli Glialecl the licdoved. Sueh si'wued to 
he tlii.s inaiiH innate love of' “ a row,” that, if he could 
not find one n.'ady made, lu; lost no opportunity of 
making' ouo hitnself. (Jii this oceasion lu! had thought 
(iropi'c to warm himself hy flogging one of the drivers, 
for alistraetiiig a biscuit from the stock, of wliich he, 
as our servant of all-work, had more immediate charge; 
hut LieiitciMiit Lynch made matters even hy flog- 
ging him, and tr;,tu((nillity was again restoj'ed in our 
camp. 

The seventh day of our march in this cle.sert was 
no day of rest to us t but still it was one in wliich 
hope licgan to brighten, and we redoubled our exer- 
timis, trusting that by elTorts more tliaii common we 
should be able to reaeli hZroosko iu aiiotlicr day, 
where, hiuncbing ourselves on the ho.soni of old fa- 
ther Nilus, we might bid n last adieu to the desert 
and its rocking ship. On the following day our road 
lay through rucks, was often steep and difficult, and 
exceedingly winding, so that our fatigue was great ; 
and but for tlm liope of its being .soon at an end, we 
must have sunk uiuUrr it. We toiled on, however, 
and soon alter niglitlall we reached the “ happy val- 
ley and 1 need not add with what pleasure we en- 
tered the town of Kroosko, the guide desiring iia to 
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lire oir our pistols to aimounce ;m arrival of impovt- 
aucf. 

W'c hud crossed the* last desert in eip;ht days, htdipct 
(wo days less tliati, aceordiiiif to the accoutits we had 
received, it liad lieeii (!Ver crossed in before. Th(? 
estimated distance is two hundred and iiinetetai rniluH, 
which \v(' had |)ei'roriiiod in seventy-three hours, being 
ewietly three miles an Intur. 

Our totrd journey now stood tiiiis; from Siiakin to 
Berber, tJG 1 miles in twelve days, resting at Berber 
two rlay.s ; from Berber to IJosliamet, or Abu Hamet, 
along the right bank of the Nile, 131 miles, in five 
days, or forty-<riu.' hours, resting at Abu Hamet two 
days ; ami journey from Abu Hamet to Hroo.sko, 219 
miles, in eight days, or seventy-three liours, Total, 
tllo miles, performed in twenty-live days, or, including 
four days’ stoppages, twenty-nine clays. 
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CHAPTER IV, 

FHOM KROOSK.O TO {’AtRO. 

'I'ai; cvtoiiiii; Ik-Iiik far atlvanccd when we reached 
Ivrooako, we had some difficulty in gettiii'? the Effendi 
to make liis appearance ; hut at last a little withered 
and wizard-looking old man, with sore eyes, became 
visible, and, after no inconsiderable demur, gave us 
leave to roost for the night with the pigeons at the 
top ttf his house. He kept hundreds of these birds, 
which are verj' common all along the banks of the 
Nile. To make some distinction, however, a mat was 
spread for us, a luxury which it did not appear the 
pigeons enjoyed ; and thus we were sumptuously ac- 
commodated for the night. Nor was it long before 
su[)per arrived in the form of the tiniversal and per- 
jwtual stew. This time it should have been better 
titan usual, by containing more meat than was cus- 
tomary. But all excited expectations, even from the 
Iwauty of a beauty, down to the savour of an African 
stew, seem raised to be disappointed, and so it hap- 
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peiicd with us. But, to make amends, a Turk fur- 
nished us with some date brandy, for which we wore 
very thankful; and we then laid ourselves down to 
sleep, with feelirif's of greater comfort and security 
than wo had yet felt in Africa. 

From remeinhering nothing of the matter, I pre- 
sume that 1 must have slept soundly in the early part 
(jf the niglit ; and it was fortunate that I did so, for 
the pigeons aroused us at duy-brenk, and we were glad 
to escape from their noise. Still we rose much re- 
freshed, and sallied forth to examine the place. 

The high rocks, through which wo liad been wind- 
ing our way with no small dilfieulty and fatigue on 
the preceding evening, had a pictm’esipue and im- 
posing effect, when looked on from Kroosko. The 
river flowing in front of the town, bringing cultivation 
in its path, added considerably to the beauty of tlio 
surrounding scenery, which appeared to superior ad- 
vantage in otu eyes, coming as it did in such imme- 
diate succession after the parched and dreaiy desert, 
with its mouldering hills, and its bleaching bones, 
which liad been our only pro.spect for eiglit days 
previous. 

But the abundance was not eijual to the picturesque 
beauty; ami so, having purchased what few provi- 
sions we eoidd, we hired a boat to carry us down the 
D 
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Nile to As&ouaii (Hyune), in which we embarked, and 
were in motion by .0 n. m. on the lltli. 

Here the banka of the Nile are high and rocky, the 
current of tlic river running at about three miles an 
liour. Only tlie arnall stripe along the margin was 
under ri-gular culture, and that seemed to be the por- 
tion from which the water had retired as the llooil of 
the river had subsided. In the little patches among 
the rucks thiTc were, however, sonnj very line date- 
trei.’s in vigor(m.s growth. 

We drifted all night, the reis (captain) every now 
and then calling upon a man to row tiie boat off some 
shoal, or projecting point; and once, having got fairly 
aground, there was a most deafning outciy between 
the reis and his boatmen. 

On the litth the hanks began to be interesting 
from the ruin.s situated on tlicm. We first landed at . 
a temple (l)liaka'), about fifty miles below Kroosko, 
and next at the artificial excavation of Kish Jerf 
Hassain, otherwise dvrshe, inside wliich were six 
fine cidoHsa! statues, eacli twenty-live feet in height. 

Continued drifting down tlie river all night as be- 
fore, and lauded at da^'hreak to see, at Kalapsche, a 
large temple, and artificial cave. Passed another 
small ruin, and towards evening arrived at Ghiirtaus, 
where there is iui immense square walled in ; hut the 
portico is the only part of the superstructure tiiat 
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appears ever to have been completed. Soon after wo 
passed a .smaller temple, which had also never been 
finished, hut of whicli the pillars were very hcautiful. 
We continued onr jiassaije duritig the niylit, the boat- 
men singin[' at iuterval.s, after the manner of thc‘ 
Venetian tfoiidolii-rs. 'J’ludr voices are not unmu- 
sical; and a.s the, airs wliieli tlw'y siu" are plaintive, 
the efTect, amid so many memorials of ancient gran- 
deur, is strongly pathetic, an<l even melancholy. 

On the rith, ju.st as morning .streaked the east, 
we neared the celebrated island of I'hila* ; and us the 
dawn opened, we gazed with wonder uj)on tho.se stu- 
pendous inonument.s of departed glory, wliich not the 
most eloquent tongue or the readiest pen can iltly 
describe. Philee must he si’vn, and if seen it will also 
ha felt. To descend the river on them is the way to 
see the two rows of pillars of tlie great temprle to most 
advantage. 

iMr. Smith and myself rode on donkeys to As.souan, 
our baggage following on camels ; and Messrs. Lyneli 
and Mill de.scetuled the river to sec the " cata- 
racts of the Nile,” which are well known now to he 
no cataracts at any sea.son, and into which, wlien the 
river is low, eluldren du.scmid for the amusement of 
travellers, witli perfect impuiiit}-. 1, who had looked 
down u{Km the boiling Ihmd of Niagara, had no de- 
sire to see the rapids of the Nile, 
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On amvliif' (It Assouan, we found the govenior 
keepiii',' the tint of Rlminazaii in as quiul and inno- 
eent a manner as {iossil)le, hy sleeping as many hours 
of the sunlight as lie possibly could. We produced 
the (forernor of Ilerher’s letter of introduction ; hut 
the porter, eren armed with that, did not dare to 
break hi upon the slumbers of Ills Excellency; so 
we sauntered about tlie bazaar till the arrival of our 
frieiuk, wlu'u we ri'turned en vumc, to storm the 
porter, and, if necessary, carry the governor by a 
fwip tie main. Tlu- former yielded at discretion ; the 
latter as discreetly as possible, but apologized for the 
ab'cnce of the coffee and pipes, as no pious Mus- 
sulman could look upon them with safety to Iris soul, 
in Rhamazan— -at least before sunset. We might 
lodge at his house ; but the hint bore, that, for piety’s 
sake, we must board ourselves ; whereat we were 
sonieuh.it grieved: but finding nothing more was to 
be obtained from this over-righteous governor, wc 
made our bow to bira, and while our never-failing 
stew wiuj preparing, we sallied forth to the little 
island of Klcphantina, opposite Assouan, to see some 
anudl, tlmugdi interesting ruins ; hut scarcely had we 
reached them, when we were so beset with dozens of 
naktsl elirty children of both sexes, dunning us to 
purcha'so aiUiipies, that taking a very cursory view of 
the i'iknd, vui were glad to effect a h.asty retreat, and 
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sfrretunuid to our quarters, just in time to see a 
most teinptiriff (liiiiver conveyed into our ai>steinious 
ffoveriior’s iipartments, l)ut c.arryinj' with it, liowevt r, 
no lilossiii't irom us, his much disappointed visitors, 
as we sat ourselves down on the mud Hour to our own 
imsophistieaU'd sUwv. 

Our eicerone to the ruins was an I'i^yptian, who 
Kiid Ik; liad been iti tin* serv'ice of lawd Behnorc. 
Tim view both up and down the river is very pleasing, 
and the pious gov'emor's country house, einhosoincd 
in a grove of date-trees, formed a good featme in the 
picture. 

On our return to the town, we hired, for 300 
piastres, a cangia for boat), to take us to Cairo ; and 
tliis vessel of the Nile possessed a cabin actually large 
enough for holding two of us at one and the same 
time. We also discharged our cook, in the hope of 
feeding more abundantly, and with fewer additions 
than he had sometimes made to the esculent part 
of our messes ; for Mahomet not only thought pro- 
per to insert into our stew all that legally belonged 
to it, but idso a great deal which did not ; so that 
wc even sometimes ran the risk of being actually 
poLsoneil. 

Wo could not leave Assouan without seeing the 
({uarry whence the obelisks of Luxor and Camuc were 
(d)tained '.-—U u indeed the stupendam uf wnrk- 
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shoj)s ! Returning to town, we took our leave of the 
governor, secretly wishing him Bhamazan for life, and 
no sun.sct; and on the I5th we again embarked, with 
the wlnil right against us. 

All night we floated down the river, rowing and 
drifting as the lazy boatmen li.slcd. That night I 
inadi' one in the cabin; hut T was so nearly reduced 
to a level with the stew, that I detenninecl on an 
outside berth in all future Nile sailing, — the only 
ilangi'r of which is the heavy dews. 

In the morning wo landed to cook our breakfast ; 
Mr. Smith shot several partridges and pigeons, and 
some dozen of sparrows, all of which being transferred 
to the stew, theyprovedvastly superior to Mahomet's 
additions. Possessing two flannel articles of dress, 
which had been, more successful in learning the cus- 
toms of Nubia than I could have wished, I, after 
breakfast, flung one of them (not a waistcoat) into 
the Nile, os a votive offering, and stewed the other, 
not for the preservation of life, but for the procuring 
of death ; and it is a question, which I leave to the 
Ciisuists, whether Nile water cold, or Nile water boil- 
ing, wa.s that moniing the more murderous of the 
two. 

Ifith, — Long crocodiles in the water, and long faces 
in the cangia, on account of its slow motion. 

17th, — landed at tlie stately ruins of Edfou, once 
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the noblest of temples — now the lumber-house of 
rubbish people weaving in tlie courts, and on the 
top of the temple a village built of earthern pots 
and mud. 

ISth. — Land at Esnah. The magnificent portico 
there converted into a storehouse for grain, wliich i.s 
kept locki.'d for the sake of huckshcosh (fee), The 
whole might be easily cleared, and would no doubt 
liringmany anticpiities to liglit. The pillars are finely 
formed, and have sustained but little injury. We 
met two Europeans at Esnah ; the one a native of 
Gibraltar, the other a Saxon, and both surgeons in 
the paeha's army. They were on their route fi'om 
Senaar to Cairo, One of them had in his suite an 
Abyssinian female, a genuine olive-coloured beauty. 
Esnah was the largest town we had yet arrived at, 
and had a weU-supplied bazaar, of which we failed 
not to take advantage. I sauntered into a Coptic 
church, hut should not have discovered that it was 
m without being informed. There were a few wretched 
daubs of pictures on the walls ; among them St 
George and tliu Dragon repeated several times over ; 
and on one the Tu'clve Apostles appear in wigs, as 
much curled, convoluted, and twisted as Lord 
Brougham’s most appropriate Chancery head-piece. 

By the way', it is not a little curious that, in all the 
ancient Egyptian statues and figure.^ sculptured upon 
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Egyptian inonunicnts, tlie hair of the females ja 
dressed in tho very sumo fashion as the women of 
Nuhiti and Egyjit wear it ;it the present time. Has 
thi.s fa.s!iiori, winch is any thing but an elegant one, 
remainisl immutalde amid tho change of all else, or 
has it hei'ii ahnndoiicd and again revived? 

On the Ihtli vve lauded at Luxor, now cruelly clis» 
figured liy mud huts. Ona ohelisk still remains 
“ alone in its glorj’.” Luxor is supposed to he the 
oldest and i)urest specimon of Egyptian art, at the 
tiiuo when Tlielics was the abode of kings. Bat there 
is no tnodeni royalty or grandeur about Luxor. The 
court of tho temple is 232 feet hy 174 ; mad in the 
centre of it the Arabs have built a tolerably sized 
vQkge. Eroin the reinaina of paintings on the walls 
of some of the chambers, which are obviously Christian, 
there is no doubt that part of the temple has at some 
far distant time been used as a church. 

from Luxor we walked over to Camac ; and on 
our arrival we all with one accord stood stiU in silent 
amazement at the sublime gtandenr of those im- 
[losiiig ruins. Nothing of ancient times comes up to 
them ; lujthing of modern times ever can, The prin- 
ciiial entrance to the west is approached hy an avenue 
of aomo hundred feet, formed of colossal sphinxes, 
standing so majestic in thoir desolation, that the 
traveller passes slowly between them with an im- 
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prcssion bordering on religious awe. Two obclisksi 
v(jry littli! injured) are still standing, and one lid\ 
fallen, Tiiey are all larger tliiui thosi: at Luxor, 
(hoiigli not so riclily sculptured. I imderstand tliat 
the Urili.sb government has olFered ten thousand 
poutids to any one who will bring the largest of tliese 
ofielisks liftm (larnac to Knghind; and that Malioniet 
Ali I'aeha lias given Ids coiiMOit to its being so ve- 
inovs'd. If this intbnuation he correct, as I fear il 
is, the Ihieha deserves the hcjwstring for his lihera- 
lity; and, for their cupidity, the offerers of the bribe 
(te.>iervL‘ very much the same reward. 

Tlie iTench, being once particularly export at that 
kind of handicraft (although some compulsory resto- 
rations have somewhat unsettled tlieir nerves), have 
already fetclied away one from Luxor ; but in this 
case they ran no risk, as the Pacha seems to like 
money better than monuments of antiquity, however 
ornamental or however honourable to that country, 
over which, for weal or for woe, he has been set up. 

Hut though we may wuny the mutilated remains of 
tlu'se noble monuments of ancient art, with vast la- 
bour and expense, to other parts of the world ; ami 
tiioughwe may there \-iew them with anutzemeiu, vet 
the feeling.^ with which wo do so belong not to tin- 
srmie ehiss, and come not from the stime region of 
the heart, as when we look upon them in tlieir own 
1) H 
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native empire — in that land of which they are at once 
the highest honour and the deepest humiliation. 
Surrounded as they must he, in modem museums, 
by all the productions of modem art, and di.sjointed 
fnmi all tho.se relation.s which make them a portion 
of tin; world’s history, their true identity is lost, 
'rhoir homo is on the shore.s of the glorious Nile ; 
and there th(;y should remain, till the world with all 
its wonders bo swallowed up in chaos, and time itself 
sball be no more. 

Bidding farewell, and probably for ever, to those 
extraordinarj' remains, wdiich ore the only ancient 
ruins on the eastern or right bank of the Nile, wo 
embarked, and crossing the river, hired donkeys, and 
rode to “ the tombs of the kings.” We saw what are 
called Bruce’s and poor Belzoni’s, besides one or two 
of smaller dimensions. Belzoni’s we, of course, found 
tl:e most perfect, thougli even that has been much 
injure<l by travellers, more especially by Champol- 
iion, the French trafficker in hieroglyphics. Tradi- 
tion says that there were originally forty of these 
tombs, of which nineteen or twenty have been 
opened. 

Among these royal sepulchres wo met with a Mr. 
Ilay, who lives in imoofthem; and he pointed out 
to us a curious picture of a king addressing the god- 
dwH //or«, a hawk-faced lady. At the lower end 
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of Belzoni’s tomb, I found an Englishman, of the 
name of rennitbome, busily engaged in copying ; and 
here also we mot with Mr. Ilartbolemew, a mis- 
sionary, and Mr. Pigott, a young Irishman, both of 
whom wme on their travels down the Nile. They 
very kindly gave us a small supply of wine, rum, and 
biscuits. 

On the 90th, we again mounted donkeys, and rode 
tf) view the Memnouiuiu. Saw the two colossal 
statues (tlio learned have not yet settled the one that 
is the tmo Memnon, wliieli sung, or played, to the 
rising snnj. They arc both thrown down and very 
much mutilated. From thence w’o went to Medinet 
Abou, where the ruins arc beautiful and of large 
ilimensious. The area alone is a himdred and forty- 
four feet from north to south, and a hundred and 
twenty-three from east to west, entirely surrounded 
by very lofty pillars, sculptured in the finest style. 
From Medinet Abou we went to see the famous sitting 
statues. They arc of most gigantic size ; and, in the 
very best taste, are placed, with their faces toward 
the Nile ; but the features are (|uitc lost by mutila- 
tion. 

From the contemplatiou of those great glories of 
the olden time, we were forced at last to return to 
our small eangia on the river ; but we found the at- 
Iractioiis of that not a little heiglitened by a present 
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of some very choice v, iiic, which had heen sent to 
us hy Mr. Ilaj'. And now, for the first time on 
our passttgc down the Nile, the wind became fair, 
and the sail was hokted iu order to take advantage 
of it ; Init it soon returned to its old station, and 
forecil us again to liav(! recourse to the oars. 

Iu the course of tlie night we landed at Kenah, a 
place of eonalderablu importance, as being the point 
on the Nile from wliicli communication is usually 
raatle to Cossier on the Red Sea, which, from the 
Pacha having monopolized all the camels on the 
Suez line, was, at the time of oin visit, the most 
frequented route. At Kenah I liad the luxury of a 
hatli, which, iis it was novel in style, at least to me, 
I shall briefly notice. The patient is at first taken 
into an apartment, fitted up with beds ranged around 
on a raised place ; he is there stripped, and a piece 
of cloth put round him, theji taken into a hot room, 
where he remains a short time, and from thence into 
the hath room, a square apartment capable of holding 
eight or ten pt;ople. Several persons with maho- 
gany-coloured skins were undergoing purification 
t\ht'U I was iutnxluced ; they seemed surprised, hut in 
nowise disconcerted, at my appearance. The hath is 
always kept at ;i great heat hy a constant supply of 
hut water from the upper part of the wall, and when 
you art! ready you step into it, and arc idmost 
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boiled ; but there you must remain until your cook 
thinks you sufficiently done. VVlien that is the case, 
you come out, are laid on your face, and are 
scrubbed all over from head to foot beliind; then 
turned over, like a pig in the process of being 
scraped, anti the same optualion is porfomicd in 
front. The scrubbing is done with a mitten or 
glove made of hair. When it is over, you are made 
to sit down, anti are lathered all over with soap i 
after wliidi you return to the hath to wash that off. 
Freed of the soap, you are taken into tbo first apart- 
ment, laid down, covered with a shawl or camaleen 
till you gradually cool, which completes the operation, 
I cewtainly came out a new man, in more respects 
than (me ; but, as usual in that country, there was no 
satisfying the parties in the way of pecuniary' pay- 
ment, till I tlireatened to prove upon them the good 
etfccts of the bath by giving them satisfaction of 
another sort. 

This declaration tended at once to end the dispute ; 
and the matter being arnanged, wo again took to our 
boat, and crossed the river to the ruins of Denderah, 
which art! considered tlie iritjst perfect e.xi.sting monu- 
ments of ancient Mgypf. The twenty-four columns 
which ft)rm the portico are truly superb; and tlie 
whole is enclosed in a stpiaro wall, whose side is 1000 
feet : in some places it is !j 5 feet high, and 15 feet thick. 
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No words can express tlic feeling with which a 
^ctator first looks upon these wonderful remains of 
pure gigantic architecture. Belzoni says that to 
him “ Thebes appeared as if he had been entering a 
city of giants, wlio, after a long conflict, were all 
destroyed, leaving the ruins of their various temples 
as die only proofs of their fonner grandeur.” Were 
I to attempt any description of them, I should only 
expose my ignorance, as it requires the study of 
almost a life to decipher a -single page of hierogly- 
plucs. 

Embarking again on the 212d, we proceeded down 
the river without meeting with any thing worthy of 
notice for a few days. Indeed, what we had seen 
gave us a temporary distaste for all nearer spectacles. 
We saw some crocodiles and a few ruins, hut the 
latter were on a small scale, and did not tempt us to 
land. 

On the 25th we arrived at Siout, where we went 
ashore. Our attention was first attracted by the 
great mimher of mosques. Prom one point I counted 
ten or twelve minarets, some of them handsomely 
formed. The appearance of the females had also 
considerably improved from those we first saw at 
Suiikin, but it was in spite of their noses that they 
appeart'd more comely. 

Tile bazaar wujs good and rvell provided, and we 



EGYPTIAN SHAVING, 


63 


bought some provisions; but the people attempted 
to cheat us in every way. Upon my remonstrating, 
they set up a clamour tvluch iniglit have been beard 
ten miles olF. Indeed I found my office of “ Minister 
of binanee” no sinecure ; iuul even had I held it at 
an ample salary, Hume himself would never have 
had the eonseieuee to move a reduction, more espe- 
cially as the office u.is held ruslwnrd of the Capa 
oidy. Of all the moderu jilagues of I'lgypt (the 
ancient ones are not yet wholly out of fashion), the 
donkey-boys were the most impertinent. One urchin 
«iu'd I had given him a piece of bad money. I 
changed it ; he dropped that piece into the water, 
and said I had given him one of less value. ^lus- 
tajtha, our servant, saiil bo had it in liis moutli. It 
was so, and we were preparing to give him a Hogging, 
but he slipped through our hands, and vimished. 

Lounging about in the bazaar, we saw sometliing 
like a tarred sheet of brown paper, which we were 
informed was an eatable and a delicacy. We tried 
it, and found it so; it was apricot paste. Some 
Inmg beef we purcha-st;d, but did not praise. 

At Siout, 1 submitted the honours of my chin to 
the tord of an Egyptian barber; but it proved only a 
sort of " drill” shaviiuf, wliicli though it shortened 
some of the hrintlex, math: wluit remained look more 
sliaggy than ever. 
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Hercules is not tlie only male .spinner ; for we saw- 
many of tlu' men of Egyiit spinning wool with the 
distalf; and imist of them maimed or disfigured. 
Rome- without the right eye ; others witli no teetli 
on the right .side ; and others again, without the 
fore-tiiiger of the right-hand. These mutilations 
were most eonunon among the younger men, and we 
were for some time puzzled to find out the eause. 
At last we ascertained that it wa.s to prevent their 
sei-ving in the pacha’s army. The eyeless men could 
not take aim, the toothless hite a cartridge, or the 
fingerless draw a trigger ; but Mahomet Ah is “ a 
shrewd philosopher” at hitting upon revenges, and as 
he has di.scovevcd that men so mutilated can wear a 
fetter and puU an oar, he now makes a point of send- 
ing many of them to the gaUies. 

Leaving Si mt on the 26th, we passed a monastery 
on the right hank of the river, situated upon a high 
cliff close to the water’s edge. In warm weather the 
padres arc said to swim off to the boats for charity ; 
hut as the morning was cold, they merely cried for 
“ huek.sheesh” of us from the top of the cliff; but 
we were “ deaf as the adder.” 

Nothing particular occurred for two days ; but oa 
the third from Simit, the 26th, we came in sight of 
the fake pyrainid-s, and not long after of the true 
iine.H ; nor did a very consulerahlo time elapse before 
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wc readied Cairo, where I landed to reconnoitre, 
leaviiiff the rest of the party in the boat. 

Enlimate nf Expenxns from Sualcin to Cairo. 

The following estimate of onr expenses may per- 
haps lie of use to many others whom choice or neces- 
sity may send tlie same route. We were four Euro- 
peans, liavinft travelled as well, and at the same 
tim(‘ as economically, as pos-sihlo: — 

At Suakin, a Spanish or Austrian dollar (for they 
passed for the same) was worth 22 crutz. Our ex- 
[lenses thence to Eerher were ; — Provisions, 33 dollars; 
camels and chdvers for the ameer, i200, ISO in ad- 
vance, flO at the journey's end; sheik, 5 dollars; 
fiiiidf, 2 ; Turkish soldier, 25 ; in all 265 dollai-s, or 
1 dollar per mile. 

At Berber, a Spanish dollar was worth 15 crutz. 
Hence to Kroosko, camels, through the kindness of 
Abbas jlga (which shows how we had been “ served” 
by the ameer at Suakin), S3j dollars; provisions, 23 
dollars ; guides and drivers, 2!j dollars ; in all say 59 dol- 
lars fijr 1150 miles, or 1 dollar for six miles very nearly. 

from Kroosko to Philoe, boat lo piastres ; provi- 
sions, &c. 76 ; total, 121. [The piastre and crutz are 
till! same, but the number to the dollar varies.] 

From Assouan to Cairo, cangia, ,‘>00 piastres ; pro- 
visions and expenses, 376; total, 67ti. 



66 


EXPENSES. 


At Cairo the Spanish dollar is 19 piastres ; say 17 > 
piastres all the way, which makes from Kroosko to 
Cairo 47 dollars very nearly. Total from Suakin to 
Cairo, 370 clollans (half of which overcharge at Suakin), 
at 4s. Gd. per dollar, is 82^. 4s. Gd., or 20/. lls. l^d. 
each. 

Our servants, 25 piastres per month each, by agree- 
ment. 
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CMKO — AI.KXANimiA. 

UroN ln,n(liiief at Cairo, I went directly to tlie 
liousi; of Eifendi Osman; hut he was absent at a 
.mrto ; and so I had to amuse myself in the street 
as I best could, till my case was represented to him, 
11(3 sent the keys of a house, of which I was glad to 
take possession, and also to find in one of the apart- 
m(.'nts a sort of bed. I procured coffee and a hookah, 
resolved to present myself with “ the calumet of 
peace,” as there was none else to do it; and the 
successfid termination of our African journey, made 
my financial management give me some reason to be 
at peace with myself. At rather a late hour, the 
Effendi arrived, and obligingly offered to send me 
something to eat and a better couch ; but I was very 
fatigued and sleepy, and declined his polite offer. 

I w;us up by day-break, and instantly set out to 
the boat, in order to pilot my companions and the 
baggage to ray quarters. 

Cairo is a fine-looking city ; hut one in which it is 
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very difficult for a .stranger to move about. Tlic * 
streets are very naiTow, and tliey are so crowded 
witb people of all nations, loaded camels, horses, and 
doiikey.s, that, to make our way through them i.s no 
easy matter, and on foot exceedingly fatiguing and 
not alt(»getlK'r .safe. 

Finding pedestriauism most inconvenient, I hired 
a donkey, and .so rode along the streets in .some style. 
But as I was “ progressing” at a pretty smart trot, 
down came my heast of hurden, sending me over Im 
cans witli a most tremendous somerset. The street 
was not a very crowded one, so that neither man oi 
beast trampled upon me, though I lay nearly stunned 
for a minute. But soon recovering, and finding no 
bones broken, I got up rejoicing to find my donlcej 
standing close by me with afi the mildness and resig- 
nation in tlie world to receive me again on his back. 
Remounting, I rode in state to the house of Effendi 
Osman, who politely accompanied me to the bazaar, 
for the important negotiation of purchasing a coat, 
hut not one of the motley collection would fit me. 

Idarly in the morning of the 31st, I hired a guide 
and inter|ireter, and set out for die pyramids. Wlien 
there i.s any hack water from the Nile in the way, as 
waa tile ease at pre.sent, the passage is made as riven 
iwwl to he crossed in the Highlands of Scotland, 
only it is carried hero on the shouldcm of men, not of 
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maidens, as wa.s the case in the more civilized north, 
'riiij bearers arc, however, as forward to the task in 
the one case as in the other, for no sooner does a 
[larty to the pyramids appear in sight, than the 
Arah-s on the opposite side rush into the water, 
tucking up the only garment they possess tightly 
under their arm-pit.s, gauging the depth all the way 
nith tlieir per-tons, thereby showing how high you 
must ride in order to keep yourself dr^^, and very 
speedily idler their shoulders to the load, kneeling 
like camels when that is necessary. We had httle 
trouble in settling the amount of fare with this ani- 
mated craft; and so were shortly placed on terra 
Jirma upon the other .side. 

Our intoipretcr here related to me a little anec- 
dote, which had occurred only a few days previous : 
a party of ladies and gentlemen had arrived at this 
spot on a similar expedition. The ladies of the said 
party experienced a sore internal confliet at having to 
cross this Rubicon in the manner I have described — 
they had come to see pyramids — not naked Arabs ; but 
Curiosity, witli the desire of having something to hoast 
of through life, pleaded strongly for the pyramids. 
Modesty hung her head, blushing at the very thought 
of the whole proceeding, hut was eventually forced to 
give way, and submit to he carried over on the shoul- 
ders of the luikcd Ismaelites. 
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On their return, Curio.sity having feasted on tlie 
remains of kings, took a siesta, and Modesty thus 
becoming solo empress of the throne, declared posi- 
tively sh(j would not again mount the naked Arabs. 
I low long the conflict might have continued it wiu, 
impossible to say, had not the expedient been .sug- 
gested that each fair lady should veil her eyes with 
her kercliief, which being re.sortcd to, Modc.sty again 
fearlessly took her place in the arms of tlie Arabs, 
and the party returned in high spirits to Cairo. 

I entered the interior of two large jiyrainids, and 
ascended a considerable way up one of them to enjoy 
the beautiful view ; but aU that I .shall add to the 
volumes already written, is only my concurring testi- 
mony that, in the long list of Egypt’s wonders, the 
pyranuds cerfaim’y stand foremost. Of tie spiynx f 
shall be as brief ; it is, to appearance, a huge mass 
of natural rock, with only the face sculptured. 

I left the pyramids with a very peculiar feeling— ■ 
as if I had been transported away from the small 
realities of modem life ; hut the same guide who had 
taken me to “ giant land,” restored me to the society 
of little mcn,hy clamouring for “ hucksheesh” after I 
had paid him handsomely, and attempting to stop my 
donkey, byway of enforcing it; but my wrath and 
whip were both raised, and he lied at the mere de- 
monatration. I was afterwards told that if my Greek 
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(interpreter) had not been 'vvith me, they would have 
been much more exorbitant in their demands, an 
Engli-shman alone being always charged higher than 
any body else,— so even at the pyramids poor John 
Bull must be fleeced ! 

lleturning to Oairo, I waited on Colonel Campbell, 
the Con.sul General, who very kindly assured mo that 
tlu; Janissary in charge of the packets, who was very 
trustwortliy, and coaid speak J'lnglish well, should 
lie put under my orders. The Colonel particidarly 
requested that 1 would make no present to the Janis- 
sary (Selim), because ho was anxious to abolish a 
jiractice so degrading to the consulate. I found Sehm 
verj- useful and exceedingly well informed. 

I now purcha.sed stores to last me till I should 
reach Alexandria — coffee, sugar, dried meat, brandy, 
and other articles ; also, a' luxury, of which I had al- 
most, forgotten the use — a knife and fork. 

Next morning (Feb. 1), Mr. Smith and I took a 
bath, the same in manner as as at Xenah, but much 
superior in style. The bath was paved with mosaic 
marble, and while we lay cooling, the room was fumi- 
gated hy a censer of most fragrant incense which ex- 
bilarated the nerves, as much as the boiling and 
scraping had stimulated the muscles. I then went 
to breakfast witli Colonel Campbell, after which I 
returned to my companions, and I took a kind and 
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reluctant farewell of the three : but part we must, 
— I was for England direct, and they by a more cir- 
cuitous route. 

After taking leave, I ombarked in a cangia, along 
with the .lania.sary Selim aiul the despatche.s, the 
freight of the boat being fifty-five piastres. We 
pas-sed tlic pacha’s gartleu palace, and tlie branch of 
the 11110 leading to Bainiotta, at which there is a 
collection of stone for throwing a bridge over the 
bod}' of the river. 

As we drifted down wo saw vast numbers of pcli- 
can.s and pilgrims, the fonner industriously fishing 
the river, the latter on theh w'ay to Mecca by Kenah 
and Cossclr, the pacha’s embargo on camels in Syi'ia 
having prevented the route of the faithful by Suez as 
formerly. 

2 d. — The fog so dense that we were obliged to stop 
at a small v’illage ; hut the tongues of the women who 
came to offer fowls, vegetables, and other countr)- 
produce for sale, were so vociferous, that I was glad 
to save my ears hy being again hidden in the fog. As 
it cleared I noticed a raft made of pumpkins, with 
two men upon it fishing ; the pumpkins are hollowed 
out and dried in the sun, in which state they are very 
buoyant. Farther up the Nile I had seen several 
HiMle of dliourru stalks, wliich bore only one person, 
drifted down all night, and on the morning of 
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till: Sd reached Fouali, -wliere I visited the manufac- 
tory of worsted caps established by tlie pacha. The 
work-people asked for " huckshoesh,” but t had “ re- 
membered to forget” the meaning of that word. Hired 
a boat to carry myself and the Janis.snry to Alexan- 
dria, for wliich 1 paid twenty-seven piastres, and left 
Fouah. During tiie night 1 was aw'oke by a noise, 
which I fancied might be caii.sed by sonu- thief, at- 
tempting to carry o(f my enpavions wardrobe ; putting 
nut my hand to seize him, I found it squeezed, not 
very tenderly, by a large rat. I arose and drove out 
the enemy ; hut found he had devoured the greater 
part of iny soap, an article I had now the highest 
veneration for. This was a matter worthy of anger ; 
but I smoked " the calumet of peace” with myself 
once more, and again lay down, with the light burn- 
ing. The rats visited Selim in a body ; hut he had 
taken the precaution of wrapping himself in his 
blanket. 

At 7 A. M. on the 4th, there was a violent squall 
with rain, the first that I had exjjerienced since that 
at Caafe on the Red Sea. Soon after, we came in 
sight of Alexandria, I having now come about 1,000 
miles down the Nile, from ICroosko, which, witli the 
013 on camel.s, made tlu' actual distance I liad tra- 
velled from Suakin about 1,000 miles. 

Immediately on landing I called at the British 
E 
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consulate, jind was kindly received by Mi\ Sloane, 
the vice-consul. I then hired lodgings at a hoarding- 
house, kc]^)t by a Mr.s. llumc, a widow ; and there I 
found two naval surgeons, in the packi’s service, one 
h’.nglish, the other Scotch ; and of which they de- 
clared themselves heartily tired. 

The Franks at Alexandria keep early hours ; din- 
ner at noon, supper at seven, and a regidar siesta 
after dinner, which they consider very conducive to 
health. The English portion of them complain of 
want of amusement j but allow the French manage 
much better. It is curious enough that the French 
have a name for ennui, but no reality ; the English 
plenty of reality, hut no name. 

I delivered my introduction to Messrs. Casey and 
Malin, who were extremely civil; and the latter 
made me a most acceptable present of half-a-dozen 
shirts. As I now expected clean food, I bought an 
English tooth-brush. Supped with Mr. Casey ; and 
on returning to Mrs. Humo’s, slept in a comfortable 
bed, which I had not done since leaving England 
seven months previous. 

On the 7th I sallied forth, in order to engage a 
j^iassage for Europe; but the rain had made the 
streets, whieli are not much improved by scaven- 
gers, so greasy, that it was like walking on soft 
smp. I contrived, however, to keep my feet very 
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tolerably, and reached the harbom-, where, after 
examining several vessels hound for France and Leg- 
horn, I engaged a passage on board the brigantine 
Leopoldo Sec undo, bound for the latter place. 

The same day I dined with Mr. Casey; and on my 
return home in the evening, it being the time of tho 
carnival, two ladles did me the hononr to enter my 
apartment cn mastiue, habited in male attire, but 
tliey did not vouchsafe to utter a syllable ; and the 
visit, much to my annoyance, was passed on their 
parts in total silence. 

On the 8th, Captain Pressick, late a master in the 
British navy, but now commanding an Egyptian line- 
of-battle ship, paid me a visit, and kindly invited me 
to dinner, which I did not decline : and here I tasted 
some delicious Refosco wine, sparkhng as champagne, 
but dark as claret. 

Supped with Mr. Casey, and went afterwards to a 
puhho masquerade, which was not the most decorous 
assemblage I ever was in, but many of the characters 
wore by no means badly supported. I observed two, 
dressed in the full costume of tlie male St. Simonians, 
some origdnals of wliich extraordinary sect I had seen 
at Cairo. 

Next morning I visited the catacombs, which are 
supposed to bo very ancient; and went some dis- 
Hmce into tbe interior of them. I also visited Pew- 
E 3 



Tf) PREPARATIONS FOR DEPARTURE. 

j)03'’s Pillar, or, as soitio term it, the Pillar of Diocle- 
siau ; V)ut I neither ascended to the top, nor left my 
name among the hundred inscribed on the base. It 
is tf) be understood that I visited all antiepitios for 
my own gratification at the lime, and not with th(> 
intention of instructing others on their nature or 
history, to which I a.ssuredly have neither claim nor 
pretension. 

On reaching my quarters, I found Captain Mon- 
giardino, of the Leopoldo yeeundo, waiting for me 
to hurrj' mo on board. I according!}" dispatched ray 
baggage, arranged the few little matters that still re- 
quired my attention, and set out for the port, in 
the full expectation of getting safely, speedily, and 
comfortably to Europe. 

Carrying with me an introduction from Messrs. 
Casey and Malin to Messrs. Gower and Co., of Leg- 
horn, I went on hoard the Leopoldo. Tlie captain, 
thinking it incumbent on him to do the honours of 
luH ship, offered mo some black-looking liquid out of 
a tea-pot : the precise nature of the mixture I have 
never yet hcen able to discover, but rather conclude 
the nauseous beverage was meant for coffee. He, 
however, appeared to relish it much; hut, from this 
specimen of the cuisine, I augured badly of the 
hm? 1 should meet with during my sojourn in the 
brjgantme. 
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Finding there was but little chance of our yet 
sailing for some time, I again went on shore ; and al- 
most the first person I met was my late fellow-tra- 
veller, Mr. Mill. We visited the arsenal together, 
and also went on board some of the .ships of war, 
among the rest a large frigate, and a three-decker, 
with guns along the gangway. 'Wlien I judged that 
the time for the actual getting under weigh of the 
Leopoldo Socundo hud arrived, I took a second fare- 
well of Mr. Mill, and directed my course to the 
vessel, from which I landed no more upon African 
ground , 
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fUOM ALKXANDIltA TO LEOItOIlN. 

Ijate in tlie evoning of the Stli, I, a second time, 
sveut (311 board the brigantine, bidding adieu to 
what appeared to me the dirtiest city upon oartln I 
retired to iny cabin, not certainly with very strong 
expectations of bettering niy condition there, and it 
was just as well that I did not. Dirty as the city 
was, I could sleep, and, at Mis. Hume’s, comfortably; 
but tliough sleep was the only purpose for which I 
resorted to the cabin of the Leopoldo Secundo, sleep- 
ing there was out of the question. I was, to he sure, 
the only human inmate ; but, otherwise, it was quite 
patriarchal — a very Noali's ark, with “ beasts clean 
and unclean, and creeping things innumerable." 
Tliero was one monkey, two poodles, four cats, and 
fleas beyond arithmetic. Such were to he my mess- 
itiate.s, and, alas! in part bedfellows, during my 
tossing on, or rather under, tho waves of the Medi- 
terranean i for the hringantino was so deeply laden, 
that the gentlest sea wo could expect would run clean 
over her waist. 
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On the Otli the pilot left us at 8 a. m.j and we 
were fairly committed to tlie safety of the hark and 
the skill of the crew. That hark had hecn in many 
services. First she was a slaver, built at Barcelona ; 
lint having l)eeii captured by a frigate, she became a 
smuggler of tobacco from Gibraltar. At present she 
was sailing under the Tuscan flag, but not very par- 
ticular as to cargo or port. Her last cargo had 
been pilgrims from Algiers to Alexandria, on their 
way to Mecca, which sufficiently accounted for at 
least some of the living part of the present one. The 
captain spoke at least as many languages as the vessel 
had .seen services ; and bis general appearance bore 
that he himself had been occupied in more ways than 
one. He spoke Tuscan, Genoese, Spanish, Portu- 
guese, and Trench very well, and English tolerably, 
the last of wliich I found of much advantage. The 
crew also was made up of many nations, so that it 
required a captain endowed ivith the gift of tongues 5 
there were a Tuscan, a Spanitird, a Portuguese, a 
Brazilian, an Austrian, and a Genoese. 

On the 10th, boisterous weather came on, and 
lasted for three days, during which the brigantine 
pitched, or rather tumbled in so irregular and un- 
comfortable a manner, mid there came up withal mi 
outrageous a “ concert of villanous smells” from bilge 
water, rancid oil, “ and all manner of abominations,” 
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that, inured as I had been to most seas and to all 
sorts of weather, I was iis sick as a Cockney on hia 
first trii» to Margate. I soon made the discovery 
that all the crew sailed on shares, which explained 
to mo the familiar and indiscriminate conversation 
which took place between them and the captain. On 
the 13th, 14th, and 15th, wo were tinder Candia, 
generally tnnabling about and making little way ; 
but we had a fine view of the mountains covered with 
snow, and of Ida towering majestically over the 
others. The scenery, especially in Candia (.seen as 
we stood tlu'ough between that island and Gozzo), 
was grand and muguificeut ; and some of the villages 
on the heights most picturesquely situated. Growing 
tired, however, of the romantic, I amused myself one 
day in observing the progress of the cooking depart- 
ment, when I found the same oil was used for both 
light and sauce ; so far it was fortunate, inasmuch 
that no mistake could he made ; whereas in Egypt, 
the cu.stoni being to use castor oil for burning, the 
consequence might not have been so pleasant, had 
that not very agreeable liquid found its way into our 
never-failiug dish, the stew. 

It was not without much urging, aided by the all- 
operative atinuduH of “ hucksheesh,” that I could pre- 
vail on tlie cabin hoy once to wash his hands and face 
in my presence, by vvliich operation he removed a 
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tenfold coating of Egyptian dirt, and gained no small 
portion of personal vanity by tbe result ; for, upon 
examining liimself in tbe gbtss, the boy seemed so 
much flattered by the change in his appearance, that, 
during the remaining j)art of the voyage, he actually 
Wiushed his face twice of his own accord. 

On the Ibth and 17th we made several attempts to 
clear the island of Candia, but the wind blew so 
strong that we were alway's forced to stand in again ; 
and as it blew from the snow-clad mountmns, it felt 
piercingly cold, especially to me, who had, so short a 
time before, been all but grilled on camels’ bumps in 
the Nubian desert. On some of our tacks we stood so 
close to tbe land that we could observe the Candiote 
shepherds, with their flocks of sheep and goats, on the 
mountains. On the 18th the wind rather moderated, 
so that we were enabled to stand off; and in the 
course of die night we passed Cerigo, and saw the 
Morea. On the 19th we caught a glimpse of Nava- 
rino in the distance, and thence we stood ncros.s 
toward JSicily, On the SOth I ol)served the high 
land of Cephalonia. Wc had a fair wind all the 
night; and, as the day broke, it increased almost to a 
gale. Carrying sail, in order to make tbe coast of 
Italy, we were fairly buried in the sea, the p<ior little 
brigantine shaking and trembling from head to atom. 
A crow paid us a visit of curiosity, and took up its 
Ed 
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abode m our ark, tlic cabin, rvith tlio cats, the poo- 
dles, the monkey, and myself. In the course of this 
night \Yc made the Calabrian shore, and fortunately 
got into smooth water. 

21st. — The gale still continuing, we, in the fore- 
noon, stood across from shore to shore, and saw much 
of the scenery on both .sides, which i.s perfectly en- 
chanting, On the one side, there was Reggio, with 
the cultivated valleys and lofty inomitains of Calahria; 
and on the other, , Sicily, with Messina, and aU the 
fairy villages in its neighhoui’hood. As I stood on 
the deck, admiring the alternating beauties and sub- 
limities of this long-celehrated passage, I could not 
help regretting that I had not some one more con- 
genial for assisting me in the admiration of them 
than the “rude and hoisterous captain of the sea,” 
who, I doubted not, had at one period of his life been, 
and might still, if circumstances favoured him, be not 
disinclined to become, what Byron so accurately de- 
signates, a “ sea solicitor.” 

At 2 in the afternoon of that day we anchored off 
Messina ; but no communication between us and the 
shore was permitted, for fear of the plague— the peo- 
ple of Messina, and of tlioso parts generally, be- 
lieving tiiat disordgf to be always raging in Egypt. 

On the morning of the 22ncl, Mr. Barker, the 
British vice-consul, came widiin speaking distance 
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of US. To him I stated the outline of my adventures 
and disasters. He had the kindness to return in the 
afternoon, bringing me some newspapers, which were 
indeed treasures. He told me that he had reported 
the particulars which I had given him to the agent for 
I'iloyd’s, who had transmitted them by that day’s post 
to London, by the way of Naples, so that they would 
reach England in twenty-four days ; and, as I after- 
wards found, a very garbled, or at all events imperfect 
and inaccurate, announcement it was. 

The wind moderating, the sea was covered with 
vessels sailing to the eastward. Messina has a beau- 
tiful appearance from the water; the varied shades of 
liglit for ever changing on the green hills, as I beheld 
them, and the ebstant mountains covered with snow, 
had an effect rvhich served at once to cheer, and to 
inspirit me, forlorn as I felt I was. — The consul told 
me there were between thirty and forty English fami- 
lies residing in the town. 

23rd. — The wind stiU detained us ; and we had a 
very abrmdant fall of snow in the course of the morn- 
ing, which rendered it exceedingly cold. In this 
pause the captain, who, I am convinced, was a native 
of Erance, noLvithstanding the Itaban sound and 
length of his name, gave me, partly in French, partly 
in Eugbsh, a short lustory of his life, in which, 
though there were certainly no lack of adventures, 
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yet it was very Larren of interest. The event in it 
which he appeared, to regret the most appeared to he 
that of having committed the folly of marrying a 
second time; but he candidly owned that he had not 
seen his cara sposa scconda for three years, as she re- 
sided at Genoa, and that was a place for which he 
never had any commands. Ho finished this passage 
of his life in true Frenchman-like style, hy assuring 
me that, “ J'ai toujours tma grande amiti6 pour 
Madame, " and " respect her much.” 

21th. — Wind and weather still continued pro- 
vokingly against us, and we had time to think of how 
we fared in the way of eatables and drinliables. This 
day our dinner consisted of one cauliflower boiled, 
with oil, anchovies, and lemon as sauce, — not bad 
eating, though somewhat light for a himgryman. How- 
ever, I had this consolation, that I stood in no danger 
of dying of surfeit, or even requiring that “leech- 
craft” of which there was professionally none on 
board — though there was a little phlebotomy always 
being carried on. The wine, too, was such small acid 
stulf, that if I ventured to taste it, I was instantly 
seized with heartburn. The crew, however, drank 
it both with avidity and impunity, their rations pro- 
bably affording nothing in which iieartburn could be 
excited-— a.** their dinner tins day only consisted of 
two cauliflowers, dressed in the same manner as ours, 
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amongst eight. English sailors would absolutely 
mutiny at such faro ; hut these men seemed to think 
it no hardship. 

On tlie 2.5thj wo left the harbour at Mes.sina) ac- 
companied by an health olUcer to prevent our taking 
liberties with the .shore. The tide .set .strong through 
the Faro; but Scylla aud Charyhdis are now dis- 
armed of tliose torror-s which rnadc tlicm so formida- 
ble ill ancient story. 

I was now on the look-out for Stromholi, nor was 
it long before I wa.s gratified by its appearance over 
the water, casting forth smoke and ilames. A vol- 
cano is at all times a sublime, and often a terrific 
sight ; and to me, who had not previously seen any 
one e.Kcept Gehel Tor, aud that was tranquil while 
the FTautilus passed, even Stromholi, which is not 
upon the most magnificent scale, was highly interest- 
ing. On the SYth, we stood close in ; and I observed, 
near the water’s-edge, a village built upon that heap 
of lava, cinders, and pumice-stones. Suredy the in- 
habitants must he candidates for the ferrj-manship of 
the Stjuc, that they have planted their habitations so 
imminently ivithin peril of both the flood and fire! 

On the 28th, we were held In the gentle durance 
of a dead calm ; to avert which, aud to obtain a fair 
wind, the sailous invoked every saint in the calendar, 
and I assisted, in as far as my learning on that subject 
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extended, and probaWy a little furtber ; but the 
saints were deaf to our supplications ; and it may be 
that they wen; kcepinj^ Lent witli the same tranquil 
piety as the j^overnor of A.s.souan was keeping the 
Ithuniazan, when we arrived in that city. A breeze 
did indeed S|)riiig up, but it came IVom the wrong 
(piarter ; and I began to bo very impatient at having 
to support with my hlood so many of tho.se idlers 
which contrlhuted nothing to the working of the ves- 
sel. Fleas I could fiirgive, at least for occasional in- 
roads ; hut, on board the Leopolrlo Sccundo, I found 
many wluj .stuck by me more cdosely, and were not so 
neat in their shapes or so frisky in their movements. 

For five day.s we made very little progress ; hut, if 
a splendid sight could make any reparation for hope 
delayed, I enjoyed one in the greatest perfection. 
For forty-eight hours we lay becalmed W'ithin sight 
of Vesuviu.s, which was thou in a state of higlily ex- 
cited and eruptive action. Naturally supposing that 
tiie very strong iinpres.sion which this most sublime of 
Nature’s mightier operations must bo partaken of 
by others, I turned to the captain in hopes of enjoy- 
ing my wonder with him ; and so I did, hut it was of 
another sort ; for heedless of the splendour of Vesu- 
vius, he was very coolly — giving the monkey a dose 
of physic. What a climax to my ecstasies ! 

I went to the miust-head to enjoy a more extended 
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prospect of the scenes aroimd us ; in this way I had 
made myself familiar. I saw the dome of St. Peter 
at Home, and when in contemplation of these, hut 
more especially in passing Elba, I could not help re- 
Hooting “ How are the mighty fullon !” 

Leghorn at last appeared in sight; aiul on the 
evening of the 10th of March, we anchored before it. 
Here 1 fondly hoped that all dungcr.s and even all 
delays were at an end, and that being near to a point 
from which carriiigos and packets to England were 
equally certain and speedy, I should arrive there with 
the utmost celerity I could desire. But thougli 
hope is proverbially treacherous, it appears never to 
he more so than in those cases in which to our limited 
perception it scorns to involve most abundantly the 
elements of certainty ; and that such was the case 
with me will appear in the following chapter. 
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f)N tlu- brij'imtiiio being ancliorecl, the captain 
went on sliini’ to report his arrival at the Health- 
office — for the same tlrea<l from hgypt iJruvalLs at 
Leghorn as at ^^essiIUl. 1 took tlie opportunity of 
sending by him a note to the oonsuh informing that 
officer that I was the bearer of dispatclves from xHex- 
andria. But on the captain’s return he informed me 
that wo ftatl forty days’ quarantine to perform. At 
tliis I was hornm-struck, being utterly unprepared 
for it, as we had brought with us a clean bill of 
health. But it appears that is of no service what- 
ever to the first tluree vessels from Alexandria, 
though it may to those which come a little later, 
Tims, as it is not unfrequently the case in other 
matters, my very hurry had probably been turned 
into a means of delay ; and had I been later in leaving 
Alexandria, I should in all prohabillty have sooner 
been on shore, enjoying n\y freedom at Leghorn, or 
performing the remainder of my journey. 
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Two liealth-officers came on Loard witli the cap- 
tain, and joined our mess. Next morning, after the 
medico iiad paid his visit, and given permission for 
our cargo to he landed, I applied to the quarantine 
officer for leave to go on shore, which he promptly and 
positively refused. I threatened that I would com- 
plain to the government ; tried to huUy the captain j 
and sat down and wrote to tiie consul ; these several 
dutie.s heing accomplished, I dressed myself, packed 
my bag, and went on deck. It appeared that they 
wished to detain mo otr board, till a largo lighter was 
loaded, which woidd liave taken some hoiu’s to per- 
form, as several hales had got adrift in the hold, and 
required to he repacked. This induced me to repeat 
my bullying, which at length had the desired efiect, 
and a signal was made for a boat. Tlie lighter, al- 
though not half filled, was towed ashore by the health 
boat ; and Captain Mongiardino and myself followed 
in the launch, astern of aU. 

About 11 A. M., on the 12th of March, I set foot 
on the continent of Europe, having becir 29 days on 
my passage from Alexandria ; hut I landed only to 
be immured in the lazaretto. My luggage, consist- 
ing hut of a bag with a small quantity of moveables 
at the lotlom, was examined with much pomp and 
cifciunstance; I was conunandod to give up my .irnisj 
and was “ then marched off for No, G, of the house 
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of bondage,” for no purpose that I could imagine, 
unless it was to see whether I should get sick there 
or not ; and the captain and guard took leave of me 
with something of tltc same kind of expression that a 
haililf may he supposed to take when he has lodged . 
one in safe custody. 

While they were fetching my haggage from the 
inspectors, I had leisure to examine what kind of 
habitation the Grand lJuke of Tuscany had provided 
me during the six weeks, that I was to he an invohm- 
tiiry inliaintunt of his teixitory. These were two apart- 
ments, foniied with hea^y windows down to the floor, 
strongly barred and grated outside, and totally un- 
furnished. I ordered a table, a chair, and at the 
same time they brought a pair of trussels, with tliree 
pieces of deal hoard for abed, on which I spread my 
carpet and pillow. 

’U’hen my abode was furnished, I wrote to Mr. 
Gower, requesting liim to forward my letters to Eng- 
land. Tlien I had to deliver them to the guardian, 
in order to be fumigated, after which they were folded 
and watered in my presence, hut I was not allowed to 
toucli them subsequently to their undergoing the sup- 
posed sanatory preparation. The odom: imparted to 
them by this process made me pity the olfactory 
nerves of those who were destined to read them.^ 

1 now discovered that I had a fellow-captive, whom 
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upon inquiry I found to be Dr. HuppeUj tbc cele- 
brated African traTellcr, whose presence refreshed me 
as much as if I had unexpectedly come upon an oasis 
in the desert, — ^We met — that is, we saw each other, 
and we waited at the same time, but not togctlier ; 
Dr. Riippell having already performed twenty-two 
days of his quarantine, and thus, according to the logic 
of tlie place, so many days further removed from the 
plague than myself. 

Having procured a candle, at six o’clock, I retired 
to my apai'tments, the guardiano {Anglice, “gaoler”) 
taking care to follow and lock me up for the night. 

Next morning I made another acquaintance, a 
Grreck priest, a native of Illyria, who was resting 
here on his travels from Mount Sinai to Rome ; but 
as he and I knew hut little Italian between u,s, our 
conversation was hut limited. I hired a valet, Augos- 
tino Caghlierese, at three paoli per day, which, at 
par is l,y. 4|d. sterling. In the afternoon I had a 
a visit at the iMtiatoriu (the speaking-place), Irom 
Mr. Ralconar, the consul, who brought me Gali- 
gnani’s Messenger for January and February, and 
some French books; and Mr. Gower kindly sent me 
some wine, some tea, and a tea-pot ; so that, tliough I 
was in dinanco vile enough, X received kindnesses 
for which I sluiU ever feel grateful. 

Dr. Ruppell, whose talents and powers of endu- 
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ranee need no praise from me, seemed exactly die 
man for a traveller in the wilds — ^never at a loss, or 
discontented -vvitli whatever might happen. I was 
expatiating to him one day on the horrors of quaran- 
tine ; when he tm-ned upon me, assuring me that I 
was no philosopher. “ Wliere,” said he, “ can a man 
leave gold without fear '1 Where ean an old man leave 
a young wife without feeling jealous? The answer is 
~~Onli/ in quaranline." 

Tlie Greek priest informed us that the Russian 
lazarettos are much more strict than that at Leghorn 
though tile time of confinement is shorter, being in 
no case more than fourteen days. All their clothe 
ai'e fumigated ; a soldier is locked up with each person 
every night, and they have no place to walk in. "We 
had a narrow strip between two walls for a pro- 
menade, hut so high and confined wc could see no- 
thing from it save the heavens ; and yet the lazarettos 
(tliree in number) at Leghorn are considered as the 
most perfect estabhslmicnts of the kind in Europe, 
and have been taken as a model for several others. 
The guards arc all Swiss, extremely weU conducted, 
but strict in performing their duty. 

Having felt the full misery of this gloomy abode so 
seriously myself, I shall not venture to “ bestow the 
tedioiiKnes.s” of .six weary, monotonous weeks upon 
the reader ; therefore shall merely notice a few of 
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tlie little varieties wliich from time to time put me in 
mind that I was alive. 

On the first Sunday after my arrival, it being an- 
nounced that mass was to he performed in the court 
of the lazaretto, I went there a little after nine, and 
found the inmates ranged according to their different 
terms of quarantine, in separate parties. Augostino 
and myself were jfiaced together ; and, soon after the 
arrival of the officiating prhist was annonitced, I was 
informed that he was in a chapel appropriated to the 
purpose, and stationed behind a window closely 
grated with copper wires ; but from the low and hur- 
ried manner in which he got through his duty, I 
question if a shigle word that he uttered was heard 
in the court-yard. There is only one appropriate 
text for a lazaretto sennon, and that is, “ J^aiknaa.'" 

On quitting my “ cell” one morning, I found my 
friend Dr. Ruppell in conversation with a lady and two 
gentlemen, who were also attended hy Signor Nicola, 
our guardian (a very obliging personage, habited in 
a short velvet jacket), I immediately went within 
speaking distaitce : for I, too, had now undergone the 
purification of nine days of penance to make me keep 
aloof from the taint of new comers. 'The strangers 
were just arrived. The lady was the wife of the Nea- 
politan consul at Aleppo ; her only personal recom- 
mendations were her bright black eyes and hair; 
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for slie was curiously emhonj}oint, and still more cu- 
riously pigeon-toed. Of her mental endowments I 
cannot speak, a.s we had no common vehicle of 
idea.s, neither of us undcr.standing the language of 
the <ither. 

Finding that my rooms, unfurnished in all else as 
they were upon my taking posse.ssion, were nearly 
carpeted with fleas, I inquired after the clime and 
creed of my predecessors, and finding that they had 
been Portuguese friars, I no longer wondered at the 
legacy they had loft me. My servant commenced 
hostilities against the jumping race, and slew themhy 
hundreds hy means of a red liquid, with wliich he 
sprinkled the floors. 

Augostino, indeed, proved to he both a useful and 
an amusing fellow ; and would sometimes try to divert 
me rvith a little ventriloquism, in which, by the help 
of the chimney, he was by no means unsuccessful. 
He had once served a Frenchman, who was an adept 
in the art, and had given him some lessons. He told 
me that his master used every morning to swallow a 
spoonful of mustai’d-seed, and eat a few oats. "What 
he tfwk the latter for I never could divine, unless, as 
L asked Augostino, it was to assist him in neighing, 
if occasion required ; hut I found he did not relish 
any joking on this important matter, evidently con- 
sidering ventriloquism to be a very mysterious affair. 
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He also performed the part of servant of all work with 
great assiduityj acting both as valet, washemoman, 
and cook in as far as regarded my breakfast, at which 
meal he often treated me ^th a capital omelette, 
My dinners were provided from the canteen (tliere 
being one established to each of the three lazarettos), 
and by Dr. Hiippcll’s advice, I was supplied with them 
by cmtraet. Macaroni, dressed in various ways, 
was one constant dish for the whole six weeks I was 
in durance vUe. Occasionally, Augostino’s wife 
would in kindness bring me oranges and flowers ; the 
latter I found were not admitted rvitliout difficulty, 
owing to the idea of their hehig liable to cany in- 
fection. 

Augostino one day obtaining permission to explore 
an old storehouse in the lazaretto, lus researches 
brought to light an antique lamp, hut which, to my 
great sorrow, had no genii attendant on it, nor was 
it possessed of any similar virtues ; but with wood, 
paper, and ingenuity, Augustmo contrived to make a 
sort of shade for it, and it became useful in its way. 

The consul and Mr. Gower did what they could to 
make my time pass le.ss heavily, by frequently sending 
me newspapers and books ; among the latter were 
Mrs, Mariana Starke’s Travels, from which I derived 
considerable information ; but all could not reconcile 
me to my prison. care" would not '‘begone" 
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neither would " Melanchohf’ he chased “ away," 
though I both sung and whistled the airs for their 
banishment in the very best style of which I was ca- 
pable ; and when I took up the ditty of “Life let us 
cherish, '' the fiend eimui was always jogging me by 
the elbow, and whispering in iny car, “ To what pur- 
pose?” Tiu’so melancholy moods were now heightened 
by a severe disappointment. The consul had hoped, 
from the circumstance of our having a clean hill of 
health, to procure an abridgment of my term of im- 
prisonment ; but the authorities were inexorable, and 
he failed. 

To add to my misfortunes, I lost the society of Dr. 
Ruppcll, whoso general information and humorous 
anecdotes of the Abyssinians and Egyptians assisted 
much to beguile the time. He came from the city to 
\-isit me, and complained that he had not left the la- 
zaretto three hours before he had his pocket picked, 
thus verifying his own philosophy of the “ advantages 
of quarantine 1” I scarcely recognized him at first, as 
he had got metamorpliized into a Chifstian in tlie 
English costume, while in the lazaretto he was a 
Turk, both in dres.s and in look. His appearance 
was not improved by the change, which gives some 
colour to the adage, that “ a handsome Turk makes 
but an ugly Christian,” — an adage not very compli- 
mentary to our style of dress. 
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Tlie captain on guard paid me one morning what 
he called “ a visit of service” for the purpose of 
inspecting my wardrobe ; in my case, that was a very 
light affair, and he gave mo permission to walk in 
some others parts of the establishment. I forthwith 
went to the (jahia, or cage, the hospital for plague 
patients, when; I found the windows clo.sely wired, to 
prevent the iiigres.s of birds, a.s it seem.s that they, as 
well as (lowers, are great carriers of infection. By 
mounting the sill of a window, I got a i)eep at part 
of the country, which was truly refre.shing, as I had 
for some, time seen no part of the earth, save what I 
trod upon. 

Walking about I espied a sort of hand-barrow, 
the bearer, no doubt, of many an unfortunate being 
who had perished here, as within sight there was a 
dreary “ nook” called the burial-grormd, with a 
wooden cross erected in the centre. 

One day I was aroused from my reverie by a loud 
clangour of sounds, which were any thing but 
“ dulcet." It wa,s the grand bells of Leghorn cele- 
brating their own return from Horae, at which city 
they had been, according to custom, to receive the 
annual benediction of his Holiness the Pope after 
Lent. I liave always hated the din of bells, and 
this time it was more annoying than usual, and 
kept souruling in my ears for hours after the braaen 

F 
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tongues of my tormentors were still. And, as if to 
punish nio for want of reverence in a land where 
hells arc consecrated utensils, I had to endure the 
torment of their clamour the very day following, 
“ from morn to dewy eve.” Madame La Grande 
Jfuche.sse, being seized rvith premature pains, the 
hells were put in requisition, to “ drive away evil 
■spirits” (f)f course) ; and though T could not he so un- 
charitahle as to wish the ducal olFspring to be “ still- 
born,” most heartily did I wish that the hells had 
been still during the process. The din, morning, 
noon, and night, hi itself bad enough, was not im- 
proved by the recollection that the last hell I had 
heard before those of Leghorn, was that belonging to 
the Nautilus, so dismally tolled by the surges of the 
dromiing sea. 

One evening, the guardiano gratified my wish of 
exploring the top of a tower which served as a watch- 
house to the gahia. From this elevated position, I. 
could see the plan of the whole quarantine ground, 
part of the city, and a sort of esplanade which lay 
between. On the latter there wore several carriages 
of peculiar fonn, ivith ladies in them, taking their 
Sunday evening's ride ; hut, as they passed near my 
post of observation, they seemed to turn away their 
heads intuitively from the lazaretto, so that, though 
1 had then abundance of leisure for noting down any 
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balance that might be in their favour, they afforcled 
me no opportunity of contrasting them with the 
dames of Africa. Some few days before I left the 
lazaretto, a jJriest arrived to confess the guards, 
“ Poor wretches,” thought I, “ any sins that you 
can possibly commit in this place must he only in 
idea, and can scarcly even come under the denomi- 
nation of sins of omission." However, the ceremony 
was performed, and on its termination Augostino very 
politely made the padre some coirec from the remains 
of what I had been drinking at daylight, whicli he 
declared to he “ most excellent.” Augostino in- 
stantly exclaimed, “ And so it ought to be ; my master 
brought it liivisejf all the way from Abyssinia." — “ I 
thought so,” said the padre ; “ I never tasted any 
thing so fine.” A useful servant this, to be so ready 
with an impromptu ! 

Varied only by such small events as these, the 
weary days of my quarantine crawled on. But as 
every thing connected with our mortal life must, 
like that life itself, have an end, tlie period of my 
confinement drew, at last, towards a close ; and as I 
was anxious to appear as becomingly as I could in 
that society from which I had so long been an exile, 
I hinted to Augostino my wish to part with those 
mustachios which were of sevenil moons’ growth. 
He proposed that I should submit my bead to the 
f2 
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sheartt at the aanie time. I consented) and he made 
me hare beyond all polite endurance. But aSj wliile 
the feelinff of eonfinoment was upon mcj nothing could 
give satisfaction, so, now that the hope of deliverance 
was si long, few thing.s could annoy; and I bore my 
clipped t)ok‘ with what cherishers of curbs, who look 
forward to the “ Macassar oil” a.s their sheet-anchor 
in the stream of time, would consider great magna- 
nimity. 

The silent succession of evening and morning, de- 
spite the clamour of the bells, brought about the 
21st of April ; and after being duly “ visited” by tlic 
medico, and having my ams re.stored to me, and 
bidding adieu to Signor Nicola, and, as I hoped 
“ for ever,” to the lazaretto, as early in the morning as 
I could find a conveyance, I departed for the city, 
accompanied hy Augostino and the “bag,” Judging 
that I was too early for my kind friend Mr. Gower, 
I wandered amongst the beautiful tombs in the Eng- 
lish hurying-gi'ound till I supposed he might, without 
infringement on Ids hours of repose, he ready to re- 
cei\(‘ me. With a light heart I proceeded to his 
dwelling, and met wdth a welcome which revived and 
heightened all the liwouivs he had before shown me. 

While at breakfast, I happened to express a wish 
to see I'lorence ; and as there were still three days be- 
fore tin; sailing of the steam-boat in wliieh I intended 
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to proceed to Genoa, Mr. G. advised me to set out 
for Florence that same day. I at once took the 
hint, called upon tlie consul to thank him for his re- 
peated kindnesses, to which lie now added another in 
a letter of introduction to Mr. Seymour, the Friti-sh 
minister at Florence ; and after seeing a few of the 
sights in Leghorn — among others the famous shitue.s 
of four negroc.s, erected at the comers of a pedestal 
on the Mole, dedicated to one of the Medici family, 
and Mr. Barton’s girafic — I returned to Mr. Gower, 
who, in the interim, liad anranged every thing for my 
visit to Florence. 

At 1 p. M. I stepped into a caleche, accompanied 
by Augosthio ; and at halt-past 8 the same evening 
I was at the gates of Florence. I secured a bed ; 
and, taking Augostino as pilot, went to tlio opera, 
where, the guards having allowed him to pass, lie 
was soon at my elbow. I was delighted with the 
singing, and would have been enchanted with the 
dancing, had it not been that poor Modesty appeared 
to be discharged by the whole corps de halkt, prima 
donnas and aU ; hut being a stranger, I am bound to 
suppose that it was “ by particular desire,” micl “ (or 
that night only.” 

I rcjse with Hie dawn tlie next morning, in order 
to see as murfi of Florence " the fidr,” as my limited 
stay would permit ; and I must confess that I only 



103 


CLASSICAL COWS. 


wanted some one to .share the admiration with me in 
order to render the pleasure complete. Ueturned 
to my hotel to fortify myself hy hreakfasting, and 
for the first time ta.sted an omelette of artichokes, 
which was not bad — but who could Ihinlc of food 
upon a lirat visit to Florence ! — I saw the “ Gallery,” 
with which I was quite enchanted, and I no longer 
wondered at the grace and elegance of the attitudes 
I had witnes.sed the preceding evening at tho opera, 
where the fair votaries of Terpsichore have such 
imKiels before them from which to copy. Leawng 
the Gallery witli regret, I once more returned to the 
hotel and dined ; drove to the Cassino ; saw the 
Grand Duke’s dairy — the very cows are classical ; 
lastly, saw die “ Bedlam,” for a berth in which 
place I sorely felt under some apprehensions I was 
likely to liecoine a candidate, from the confusion in 
my brain arising from all the various and beautiful 
sights I had been running after for the last twenty- 
tour hours. 

At 9 p. M. I took a caleche for Pisa, and ai'rived 
there at S in the morning of the 23d. Slept a short 
time ; rose, breakfasted ; went to see the celebrated 
leaning towers ; and liy 10 a. m. 1 again started for 
Ijeghorii. Arriving there, dined with Mr. Gower; 
hade adieu to tliat kindest of friends, to the consul, 
and also to Angostino, witlr whom I was sorry to 
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part ; and at 5 p. m. embarked in tlie Columbo 
.steamer for Genoa. 

Mr. Butler, Mr. Gower’s partner, was very un- 
well, but be received me most kindly, and treated 
me most hospitably. Took a hasty glance at the 
city; the goldsmith’s shops are peculiarly splendid 
and tempting. 

At 6 in the evening bade farewell t(» Mr. Butler, 
and, jumping into the mtille do posle, Wiis carried, 
by the light of a most splendid full moon, through a 
country highly beautiful and picturesque, my travel- 
ling companions being a young Englisliman, a padre, 
and the courier. In the moniing passed over the 
liattle field of Marengo, and entered Alessandria at 
5. The post detained us here for some time, hut 
in the afternoon we resumed our journey, and tra- 
velled during the night, only stopping to take cofl’ee 
at Este, the birth-place of Cardinal Alfieri. Entered 
Turin, by a fine bridge over the Po, at an early 
hour on the morning of the 2t)th. Slept a few 
hours, hut rose at 10, and after breakfast visited tlu* 
Museum, which contains Drovetti’s famous collection 
of Egyptian antiquities, lately bought by the Sar- 
dinian government ; started again ; supped, and had 
some punch at the little inn at Smsa, and then 
ascended mount Ceiiis during a fall of .huow. 

On the 27th we travelled lor twelve hours ovt a 
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very interesting country, ascending nearly the whole 
way ; and at night, the bi'ightness of the moonlight, 
and the depth of the contrasted shadows, gave fully 
as much effect to tlie scenery as if I had seen it 
during the day. Passed the mountain, s of Savoy, 
and reaeluul Pont lleauvoisin, on the French frontier, 
on the 28 th. Had iny haggiige searched, and got a 
provisional passport. Rode in a cart with the mail 
to la Tour du I’in, and there met the Grenoble malle 
de 210 , Hie, of which I availed myself. I rode for 
some time outside, but being quite overcome by 
fatigue and sleep, and having also lost my hat, I was 
induced to get into the coujKe, where I found a fellow- 
passenger of “ no ordinary weight.” On the after- 
noon of the same day we reached Lyons, where the 
marks of recent warfare were still visible. Here, 
however, I replaced my hat. At 6 on the morning 
of the 29th got into the diligence, and very nearly 
into a qiuiiTcl, upon the false accusation that I had 
kept the vehicle waiting. On the 30th breakfasted 
at Moulinc.s, and thought of bterne and his Maria, 
and also how very “ unsentimenlal" my journey had 
been. On the 1st of May dined at Fontainbleau, 
and saw the once gorgeoms palace, now a comparative 
wreck. At 7 on tlie .same evening reached Paris, 
and being very much exhausted by my rapid travel- 
ling so immediately following the inert quietude of 
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the lazaretto, I entered the first hotel I came to, 
and went to bed. My intention was to start again 
the next morning, hut when the time arrived I found 
my limbs so stilF and swelli‘d that I resolved to rest 
for that day in Paris. A warm l;ath relieved me so 
much that I was able to see many of the sights of 
Paris during the day; hut in the evening 1 enjoyed 
tlic greatest of them all. I wetit to the Thcatn’ 
Fran(;niiie, and there saw Madeinoiselle Mars, at the 
age of seventy, looking like seventeen, and 
ing the mo.st girlish characters with great truth and 
nature, 

I left Paris on the following morning, and .arrived 
at Boulogne on the dth, u liere I remained one after- 
noon ; crossed to Dover the next day, and imme- 
diately set olF for London, which I reached in safety. 
Here ended my .somewhat singular passage hoine- 
W'ard from Bombay ; and here also I shall close my 
brief, but I trust not altogether uninteresting. Nar- 
rative. 


TIIK KM). 




LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


A. 

Ar-KXANjJcn, Vice-Admiral, Vareham, Hants. 

A’Court, Lieut-Colonel, C.B., Southam[iton. 

Adj’e, Mrs., Fareham, Hants. 

Ainslie, Sir Robert, Bart., 8, Park-street, Westminster. 7V’,j 
Copies, 

Ainge, James, Esq., Fareham, Ilaats. 

Ainge, Edward, Esq., Kitchen, Herts. 

Ainge, Mrs. C. B., Worthing, Sussex. 

Aiskew, Mrs. M., Fareham, Hants. 

Archer, W. II., Esq,, Idth Light Dragoons. 

Audley, Mrs., 10, Angtesey-placu, Southampton. Tu-o Copies. 
Aniie.sley, H., Esq., Morland cottage, Parbruok, Hants. 
Armstrong, George, Esq., Liverpool. 


B. 

Baker, Miss, 7. Cumherland-strcet. 

Barra, Doctor. 

Barnard, dlios.. Esq., ChcUcnbam. 7'ro copies. 

Barnard, Mrs., Cheltenham. Tieo copies. 

Barber, Capt. 7’en copies 

Barber, Neale and Co., (Messrs.). 3C, Fenchurch-atreet. Three 
copies, 

Barnwall, Miss, 24, Dcvonshirc-street, Portland. plm e. 

Barney, John, Esq., Southnnqiton. 

Barney, Miss, Southampton. 



108 


LIST OF SUBSCUIISEES. 


Bennett, Miss, Fareham, Hants. 

Bettesworth, H., Est|., Boulonge-sur-Mer. 

Betteswortli, Mr.s., Boulongc-sur-Mcr. 

Bissell, The Rev. John, B.0., Titley, Herefordshire. 
Birch, J.W., Esq., GO, Uarlcy-street. 

Black-, Alex.. Eaq., t4th Light Oragoons. 

Blathcrwick, Thos., Esq., Titclifielii, Hants. 
Blatherwiek, John, Esq., Fareham, Hants, Ttoo r.apies. 
Hiirlaae, Capt., Fareham, Hants. 

Bogue, John, Esq., Fareham, Hants. 

Bourchier, Choa., Esq., 66, Wirapolc-street. 

Bourchier, Jaa., Lieut.-Colonel, Grcenhill-lodge, Herts. 
Bourchier, Capt., R.N. 

Bourchier, Miss C. 

Brace, Rear-Admiral, CatisficM, Hants. 

Bradford, Major-General Sir Thos., K.C.B. Four copies. 
Bradby, Mrs,, Hamble, Hants. 

Burton, Captain, I4th Light Dragoons. 

Burtoiv, Mrs., 7, Cumbeiland-street. 

Bate, Edward, Esq., Greenwich. Two copies. 


C. 

Corry, Viscount, Fermanagh. 

Campbell, Colin, Esq. 

Collier, Capt. Sic Francis, R.N., Wickham. Hants. 

Colby, Capt., R.N., Titchfield, Hants. 

Cole, E., Esq., Wigtoft, Lincolnshire. Tico copies. 

Cole, Mrs., Wigtoft, Lincolnshire. Two copies. 

Corbett, A. W., Esq., Sandon, Shrewsbury. 

Corbett, Edwin, Esq., Damhall, Cheshire. Four copies, 
Corbett, Andrew, Rev. Two copies. 

Corbett, Miss, Foutherfay-hall, Staffordshire, Six copies. 
Corry, tiap., R.N., Cowes, Isle of Wight. Three copies, 
Cruikshank, Robert, Esq., Anglesey, Hants. 

Culpeper, J. B., Esq., Mth Light Dragoons. 

Cureton, Mr.s., Reading, Berks. 

Cock, Simon, Esq., 1, New Bank-buildings. 



LIST OF SUBSCmBERS, 


109 


D. 

Dawson, Capt., 14th Light Dragoons. 

Dallas, W., Esq, 

Denny, Capt. 

Dickson, Collingwood, Lieut., R.N., Titchfield, Hants. 
Dickson, Peter, Esq,, Southampton. 

Doherty, H. E,, Esq., 14th Light Dragoons. 

Dovcy. Mrs., Greenwich. 

Dunn, John, Eaq., Stamford-strcet. 

Dunn, Mrs., Slamford-street. 

Dent, Thos,, Esq., 34, New Broad-street. 

Dent, Wilkinson, Esq., 75, Old Broad-street. 

Dalton, Mrs., 32, Manchester-street. 


E. 

Evans, De Lacy, Lient-Colonel, M.P. 

F. 

Fane, Mrs. Four copies. 

Forster, J, JUST. 

Forester, Mrs., Fareham, Hants. Four copies. 

Forbes, J., Esq., Fareham, Hants. 

Frampton, Jas., Esq., Moreton, Dorchester. 

Franco, Mrs., Fareham, Hants. 

Francillon, Mrs., Anglesca-place, Southampton. 

Fyott, Capt., Anglesea-place, Southampton. 

Fullerton, Gavin, Esq., Copthall Chambers. 

Fell, Edwin, Esq., Fenchurch-buildings. 

G 

Greenly, Lady Coffin, Titley Court, Titley, Jlerefordshire. 
Gardiner, Lady, lloche Court, Fareham, Hants. 

Garratt, Lady, Fareham, Hants. Two copies, 

Giffard, Rear-Admiral, Carlton-crescent, Soutliampton. 
Gore, Mrs., Clifton. 

Goodwin, R,, Esq., 13, York-place. 



1.12 


LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


M. 

Machonochie, Capt., Secretary to the Geographical Society, 
London. 

Macgennis, James, Esq., Dublin. 

MacKinley, Ilear-Admiral, Anglesea, Hants. 

Maclean, G., Esq., Royal Artillery. 

Maidman, Mrs., Eaceham, Hants. 

Martin, J,, Esq., Wymering, Hants. 

Martin, Mrs., Anglesea, Hants. Two copies. 

Markham, Wni., Esq., Becca Hall, Yorkshire. 

Maule, W., Esq., Southampton, Hants. 

Mansfield, Mrs., Rownor, Hants. 

Maxton, Mrs., Fareham, Hants. Four copies. 

Merritt, Miss, Portsmouth. 

Middleton, Mrs., Southampton, Hants. 

Miles, W., Esq., M.P., 1, Ilamilton-place, Piccadilly. 
Macdonald, Boyd, Esq., Glasgow. 

Maepherson, James, Esq., Rotterdam. 

N. 

Nash, Mrs., East Cowes Castle, Isle of 'Wight. 

Newland, Mrs. G., Chichester. Six copies. 

O. 

Oxford, The Earl of, Eywood, Kington, Herefordshire. 
O'Brijen, Mrs., Catisfield, Hants. Two copies, 

O’Brijen, Miss, Catisfield, Hampshire. Thco copies. 

O’Brien, Capt. Jos., R. N. Fareham, Hants. 

Ogle, Miss, Southampton, Hants. 

Ogle, Miss C., Southampton. Hants. 

P. 

Paulet, The Right Hon. Lord George, R. N., Cavendish-square. 
Paddon, Joseph, Esq., Fareham, Hants. Tho copies. 

Paddon, Mrs., Fareham, Hants. Tlco copies, 

Paddon, Edward, Esq., Fareham, Hants. Two copies. 

Parke, Capt., Portsmouth. 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBEnS. 


ns 


Parke, Mrs. (Colonel), Portsmouth. 

Parker, Mrs., Prospect House, Fareham, Hants. 

I’arkcr, Mias, Prospect House, Fareham, Hants. 

Parry, Major, 14tli Light Dragoons. 

Parry, Mrs., Clifton. 

Parry, Mia.s M., Clifton, 

Parry, Miss, Fareham, Hants. 

Parry. Miss A., Fareham, Hants. 

Parry, Mia-s C., X’areham, Hants. 

Pattenson, II., Kaci. Melberliy Hall, Cumberlanil. 

Pipon, Major T., BansteaJ, .Surrey. 

Pirie, .John, Esq., Alderman. SJj? copies. 

Pritzlcr, Gen. Sir Tlieophilus, Blackhcath. 

Prescott, Capt. K. N. C. B„ Caledonia-place, Clifton. Ik'Miy 
copies. 

Prescott, Mrs. (Admiral), Fareham, Hants. Tvio copies. 
Provost, Miss, Hamhledon, Hants. 

Purvis, Mrs. (Admiral), Southampton, Two copies. 

Pepys, Mias. 


R. 

Radcliffe, Mrs., Fareham, Hants. 

Rofe, Samuel, £sq., Uth Light Dragoons. 


S. 

Sm yth, .Sir John, Dart. Four copies. 

Sauniarez, R., Ksq., ‘21, Circus, Bath. 

Scard, Rev. T., M. A., Bishop's VValthani, Hants. 
.Shugar, Mrs., Portsmouth. 

Shirley, Miss, F.areham, Hants. 

Slight, Capt., Bombay Knirineers. Four copies. 

Smitii, Capt., l ttU Light Draguoiis. 

Stapleton, Bryan, .Mrs., d. Great Cumberland. street. 
Stanhope, Capt., R. N.. Fareham, Hants. Four cupirs. 
.Stanhope, Mhis, Fareham, Hants. Tiro copin. 

Seton, James, E.sq., 34, Manclicster-street. 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


T. 

Thacker, Captain. 

Thompson, J. E,., Esq. 

Tliornhill, Chaa., Esq., 14th Light Lragoon.s. 
Thomas, Sir George, Bart,, Weymouth. 
Torkington, Jas., Esq., Stukely Park, Herts. 
Torkington, Mrs., Stukely Park, Herts. 

Torkington, Miaa, Stukely Park, Herts. 

'Townshentl, Lieut.-Coloncl, 14th Light Dragroons. 
Trevaiiion, J. 0., Esq., Conium, Truro, Cornwall. 
Tucker, Captain. 7'wo copiet. 


V. 

Vivian, Lieut.-Gcnoral Sir Hussey, Bart., Dublin. P'our copies. 
Vivian, Lady, Dublin. Four copies, 

Veck, Rev, A. 


W. 

Wiltshire, The Earl of. Cavendish-square. 

Walker, The Rev. Rob., Wadhara College, Oxford. 
Wainwright, Mrs., Wickham, Hants. 

W'aller, Mrs., Winchester, Hants. 

Walsh, Mrs., Richmond Terrace, Clifton. 

Webb, Mrs., John, Sutton. Four copies. 

Wells. Mrs., Ilighgate. 

Wigrara, Henry, Esq. Two copies. 

Williams, I.«dy. 


Y. 

Yelverton, The Hon. C. Barry, 14th Light Dragoons, 


bOSlKlN : 
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